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ABSTRACT
Concern about the quality of public education has resulted in the development of numerous strategies to reform public schools.  Some of these reforms attempt to change pedagogy, for example the introduction of new methods for teaching math or enhancing literacy.  Others seek to alter the organization of schooling itself under the assumption that structural reform facilitates changes in teaching and learning.  Reducing school size—among high schools in particular—is one such structural reform. 
Nevertheless, researchers agree that size, in and of itself, does not create positive learning environments (Fine & Somerville, 1998), and that “the factors that can lead small schools to produce improved outcomes are not well-understood” (Kahne et al., June 2006, p. 8).  This dissertation explores internal characteristics of small and large schools and whether there is a connection between these characteristics and student outcomes.  Specifically, it examines 1) students’ experience of small schools, using measures of student relatedness; 2) the environments of small schools, using policies and practices as school-level measures; and 3) the association between student relatedness, school-level policies, and outcomes for students.  
Findings suggest that school size does matter for student outcomes, but the effect is indirect working primarily through relatedness and to a lesser degree, school policies.  Moreover, the relationship between school size and student relatedness and school size and student outcomes is quadratic; both student relatedness and graduation decrease as school enrollments increase, yet at a certain point of school size, the negative relationship begins to reverse.  This suggests that there are benefits that are accrued at both ends of the school-size spectrum, but that students attending schools in the middle size-range reap the benefits of neither.


