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PADM-GP 2214 

Constructing National Development Strategies 

Spring 2024 

Tuesday, 6:45 to 8:25PM  

70 Washington Sq S (Bobst) Room LL141 

This version: January 6, 2024 

Scott B. Martin:  sbm9836@nyu.edu (also srm2@columbia.edu) 

Office Hours: by appointment (typically before class if in person and on Zoom if other times/days) 

Prerequisites: 

There are no prerequisites, but students may not feel fully prepared unless they have taken Wagner’s 

core courses and some of the courses required by the international specialization, such as “Institutions, 

Governance and International Development”, “Politics of International Development,” “Economics of 

International Development,” and “International Economic Development.” 

Course Description: 

This course examines the challenges and opportunities of national development in the 21st century, as 

faced by high-level government officials and heads of state as well as nationally associations and 

organizations (from business, labor, civil society). The course is divided into two parts. The first lays 

the groundwork for subsequent discussions. This groundwork includes debates about the role in 

development policy of capabilities (human, collective, and production), inequality, redistribution and 

predistribution, the “return of industrial policy,” economic and social upgrading, promotion of labor 

standards, and political regime dynamics.  

In the second part we will take a deeper dive into particular policy challenges and approaches in these 

same issues areas, adding as well a focus on concerns about environmental sustainability.  Both parts 

will be set against the backdrop of contemporary challenges emerging in the latter part of this first 

quarter of the 21st century regarding, among others: the reconfiguration of globalization and global 

value chains (e.g., pressures for nearshoring and for digitalization); current structural trends shaping 

patterns of within-country and cross-country inequality; and shifting paradigms in thinking about the 

nexus among economic development, social policy (broadly conceived), and patters of policymaking 

and governance.  

The course will highlight country and regional examples to illustrate and probe further.   Students will 

interact with various policy-relevant data tools widely used to chart and track progress and conduct 

comparisons. 

mailto:sbm9836@nyu.edu


2 

 

Learning Objectives: 

 

By the end of the course students will be able to: 

 

1. Explain the importance and challenges associated with equitable development that shape 

domestic policy and international development assistance; 

 

2. Analyze major debates about trajectories and drivers of development in the 21st century 

 

3. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of different development strategies and the policy 

tools associated with them; 

 

4. Articulate a diagnostic and/or strategy of national development for a country of their choice; 

 

Course Format 

 

The course meets 14 times during the semester. For each of these sessions, and unless otherwise noted, 

students should follow the same sequence: first, read the assigned pieces; then, write and submit the 

one-page note associated with the readings; and finally, attend the class ready to ask questions and 

contribute to the discussion. 

 

Assignments and Evaluation  

 

Grades will be based on in-class participation (10%), a series of one-page notes (30%), a midterm 

assignment (20%), and a final assignment (30%). 

 

In-class participation (10% of total grade) reflects the quality of engagement in classroom discussions 

over the entire term. All students benefit from high levels of quality participation, so everyone is 

expected to read the assigned texts prior to class, reflect on their meaning, attend class, and contribute 

to the discussion. Remember that your comments should be addressed not just to your instructor but 

also to your classmates, who are your peers and colleagues. Regular attendance is expected, and 

attendance issues will negatively impact your grade.  Please let the instructor know if you will miss 

class and the valid reason why. 

 

One-page notes (30%) consist of short (one-page, single-spaced) response papers and personal 

reflections that draw from the readings assigned for each class. These notes create an opportunity for 

students to reflect on the readings (and other materials) so everyone can attend class ready to engage in 

meaningful discussion. Each note should take less than an hour to write. The syllabus indicates 11 

notes, but students are required to complete only eight of them (feel free to pick and choose). The notes 

are due immediately before the corresponding class. 

 

The midterm assignment (20%) consists of a longer (1,000-1250 word) document in which students 

draw from readings and discussions to (1) identify a country’s existing capabilities, (2) examine the 

prospects of improvement in a particular domain discussed in the course (e.g., income inequality, 

multidimensional poverty, fulfillment of particular SDGs, economic and social upgrading in a 

particular GVC in which the country is inserted, improvement of labor standards, designing an 

industrial policy, building developmental state capacity); and (3) propose a concrete, measurable goal 
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to be achieved within a specific and reasonable time frame. In essence, it is the outline of a strategy, but 

missing the tactics (the tactics will be discussed in the second half of the course). 

 

The final assignment (40%) consists of a development strategy (building on the midterm), research 

paper or personal reflection on any of the topics discussed in class. The assignment should have 2,200-

2500 words, exclusive of references, as well as a complete bibliography at the end. If you plan to go 

the research paper or personal reflection route, please submit by the first class following the 

break a paragraph describing your topic/research question, and a working bibliography of 

outside sources you plan to use. 

 

Turning in assignments:  Further instructions will be given, but this will be via the Assignment tab on 

the Brightspace course page. 

 

Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity is a vital component of Wagner and NYU. Each student is required to sign and 

abide by Wagner’s Academic Code. Plagiarism of any form will not be tolerated since all students have 

signed an Academic Oath and are bound by the academic code of the school. Every student is expected 

to maintain academic integrity and is expected to report violations to me.  If you are unsure about what 

is expected of you, please ask. 

  

Henry and Lucy Moses Center for Students with Disabilities at NYU 

Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities.  Please visit the Moses Center 

for Students with Disabilities (CSD) website at www.nyu.edu/csd and click on the Reasonable 

Accommodations and How to Register tab or call or e-mail CSD at (212-998-4980 or 

mosescsd@nyu.edu) for information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are 

strongly advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance. 

 

NYU’s Policy on Religious Holidays 

University policy states that members of any religious group may, without penalty, absent themselves 

from classes when required in compliance with their religious obligations. Students do not need to ask 

the instructor for permission, but they may choose to notify faculty in advance of such an absence. 

Whenever feasible, exams and assignment due dates will not be scheduled on religious holidays. 

 

Brightspace Course page:  This is where you will submit assignments (“assignments” link) and, in 

general, locate required course readings (unless a URL is made available and readings are not behind a 

paywall). It’s also a tool we’ll use for discussion. 

 

Assignment Due Dates:   

 

Weekly notes (must do 8 of 11):  Jan. 23 * 30; Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27; Mar. 5 & 19; Apr. 2, 9, 16 

 

Mid-Term assignment:  March 12 

 

Final paper:  May 1  

 

 

 

https://wagner.nyu.edu/portal/students/policies/code
http://www.nyu.edu/csd
https://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/university-calendar-policy-on-religious-holidays.html


4 

Course Schedule (*except where indicated as “further,” all readings are 

required) 
 

PART 1 - CONCEPTS AND DEBATES 

 
January 23:   Putting Poverty Alleviation and Growth into Context 

 

Esther Duflo and Abhijit Banerjee (2020), “How Poverty Ends: The Many Paths to Progress—and Why 

They Might Not Continue,” Foreign Affairs, January/February  

 

Lant Pritchett (2015), “The New Global Goals Spell the End of Kinky Development,” Center for 

Global Development, blog post, https://www.cgdev.org/blog/new-global-goals-spell-end-kinky-

development 

 

Lant Pritchett (2017) “The Perils of Partial Attribution: Let’s All Play for Team Development,” Center 

for Global Development, https://www.cgdev.org/publication/perils-partial-attribution 

 

One-page note (due—as with all notes--at time of class on Brightspace): Write a one-page note 

articulating your opinion on Lant Prittchet’s arguments about why the SDGs represent a step up from 

the MDGs and in defense of “team development.”  

 

Jan. 30:  Capabilities:  Human, Collective, and Productive 

Antonio Andreoni, Ha-Joon Chang, and Isabel Estevez, “The Missing Dimensions of the Human 

Capabilities Approach: Collective and Productive,” The European Journal of Development Research 

(2021) 33:179–205 https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-020-00356-y  

Ha-Joon Chang and Antonio Andreoni, “Bringing Production Back into Development:  An 

introduction,” The European Journal of Development Research (2021) 33:165-178 

Amartya Sen, Development as Freedom, Anchor:  New York, 1999:  Chs. 2 (“The Ends and Means of 

Development”) and 4 (“Poverty as Capability Deprivation”) 

 

Begin exploring interactive data resource for further use across semester: The “Explore Data” tab on 

United Nations, Sustainable Development Report 2023 with country rankings, profiles, cross-country 

comparator tools of fulfillment progress by SDG, dashboards, etc. 

(https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/map) 

 

One-page note:  Assess Andreoni, Chang, and Estevez’s critique of the human capability approach 

originated by Sen and their reformulated conceptions of the central development tasks and goals for 

today. 

 

February 6:   Toward a 21st Century Developmental State? 

Peter B. Evans and Patrick Heller (2015.) “Human Development, State Transformation and the Politics 

of the Developmental State,” in Matthew Lange, Frank Nullmeier, John D. Stephens, Stephan Leibfried 

and Evelyne Huber, eds., The Oxford Handbook of Transformations of the State,  New York and 

Oxford:   Oxford University Press, 1-29 

https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-020-00356-y
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Ha-Joon Chang and Antonio Andreoni (2020), “Industrial Policy in the 21st Century,”  Development 

and Change 51(2): 324–351. DOI: 10.1111/dech.12570 

Douglas Irwin (2023), “The Return of Industrial Policy,” Washington, D.C.:  International Monetary 

Fund, June, https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/fandd/issues/2023/06/the-return-of-industrial-policy-

douglas-irwin 

 

One-page note:  The 21st century development state is an ideal-typical formulation most closely 

typified by several countries in East Asia in the last quarter century or so of the 20th century. For Evans 

and Heller, how is the DS model different now from this earlier (one might so “classical” DS? 

 

Feb. 13:  Social Investment, Redistribution, and Predistribution 

Evelyne Huber and John D. Stephens (2014), “Social Investment in Latin America,” Paper delivered at 

the Workshop on Post-Neoliberal Latin America, University of Pennsylvania 

October 2, 2014, https://amc.sas.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/Huber%20-%20Social%20Invest-

ment%20in%20Latin%20America.pdf 

Jacob S. Hacker (2011), “The Institutional Foundations of Middle-Class Democracy,” Policy Network, 

https://assets.website-

files.com/64a8727f61fabfaa63b7b770/64aab85cf813ccbee57ce07f_hacker_pn.pdf 

Matthew Fisher-Post and Amory Gethin (2023), “Government Redistribution and Development: A 

Global Perspective on Taxes, Transfers, and Inequality,” Centre for Economic Policy Research, Nov. 

27, https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/government-redistribution-and-development-global-perspective-

taxes-transfers-and 
 

Task (to build your country knowledge and shape future assignments—nothing to write or turn in now):  

Pick a country of interest from the set of countries covered by analysis of fiscal and social policy and 

their distributive impacts from the Commitment to Equity Institute (CEQ Institute) based at Tulane 

University.  See what the most recent publication or working paper from the project has to so about 

trends in that country:  https://commitmentoequity.org/ 

 

One-page note:  Explain and critique the influential distinction between redistribution and 

predistribution first made by Hacker.   

 

Feb. 20:  Inequality 

Tandiwe  Gross,  Frank  Hoffer  and  Pierre  Laliberté (2016), “The Rise of Inequality Across the 

Globe:  Drivers, Impacts, and Policies for Change,” in Alexander Gallas, et. al., eds., Combating 

Inequality: The Global North and South, London and New York:  Routledge, 2016, 15-30  

 

World Inequality Lab (2022), “Global Economic Inequality: Insights,” Ch. 1 in World Inequality 

Report:  2022, https://wir2022.wid.world/chapter-1/ 

• Also read one of the world-regional issue briefs by the Lab (Mo for East Asia, Robilliard for 

Africa, or Flores for Latin America):  https://wid.world/methodology/#library-wid-world-

issue-briefs  

https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/fandd/issues/2023/06/the-return-of-industrial-policy-douglas-irwin
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/fandd/issues/2023/06/the-return-of-industrial-policy-douglas-irwin
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/government-redistribution-and-development-global-perspective-taxes-transfers-and
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/government-redistribution-and-development-global-perspective-taxes-transfers-and
https://commitmentoequity.org/
https://wir2022.wid.world/chapter-1/
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Richard F. Doner and Ben Ross Schneider (2016), “The Middle-Income Trap:  More Politics than 

Economics,” World Politics 68:4 (October), 608–44 

Further reading:  German Feieherd, et. al. (2021). “The Pink Tide and Inequality in Latin America,” 

Commitment to Equity Institute, Tulane University, http://repec.tulane.edu/RePEc/ceq/ceq105.pdf  

Further reading:  Zia Qureshi (2023), “Rising Inequality:  A Major Issue of Our Time,” Brookings 

Institution, May 16, https://www.brookings.edu/articles/rising-inequality-a-major-issue-of-our-

time/#:~:text=Drivers%20of%20rising%20inequality,can%20increase%20inequality%20within%20eco

nomies. 

One-page note:  Return to your chosen country.  Based on the available data on income inequality 

from World Inequality Lab (or what you may find on the CEQ site navigating from the “Data Center” 

tab), sketch the basic trajectory and magnitude of inequality (e.g., it’s rising/falling/stable , it’s 

high/low/average with respect to “peers” in its region or at similar levels of development based on 

World Bank income per capita categories ie “upper middle,” “lower middle,” “low” which you can 

find here:  https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/new-world-bank-group-country-classifications-

income-level-fy24).   

Feb. 27.  Upgrading within Global Value Chains 

Gary Gereffi and Joonkoon Lee (2016), “Economic and Social Upgrading in Global Value Chains and 

Industrial Clusters: Why Governance Matters,” Journal of Business Ethics 133:1, 25-38.  

Gary Gereffi, Penny Bamber, and Karina Fernandez-Stark, “China’s Evolving Role in Global Value 

Chains: Upgrading Strategies in an Era of Disruptions and Resilience,” In G. Gereffi, P. Bamber, and 

K. Fernandez-Stark, eds., China’s New Development Strategies: Upgrading from Above and from 

Below in Global Value Chains, London and New York:  Palgrave, 2022, 

Edmund J. Malesky and Layna Mosley (2021), “Labor Upgrading and Export Market Opportunities: 

Evidence from Vietnam,” Economics and Politics, 33:3 (November), 483-513 

 

Task:  Glance at what the principal export categories (“export basket”) of your focus country are, how 

complex they are considered to be, and what the country’s export growth dynamics are, all according to 

to this tool:  Growth Lab, Atlas of Economic Complexity (https://atlas.cid.harvard.edu/) 

 

One-page note:  Should we see an improvement in living standards and working conditions as an 

automatic component of businesses in a particular country or location moving up a particular global 

value chain? 

 

Mar. 5:  Labor Standards and Inequality 

Jasmine Kerrissey (2015), “Collective Labor Rights and Income Inequality,”  American Sociological 

Review 80:3, 626-653 

Janine Berg (2015), “Labour Market Institutions: The Building Blocks of Just Societies,” in J. Berg, 

ed., Labour Markets, Institutions and Inequality: Building Just Societies in the 21st Century, Chelten-

ham, UK and Northampton, MA:  Edward Elgar/ILO, https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---

dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_347249.pdf  

https://www.brookings.edu/articles/rising-inequality-a-major-issue-of-our-time/#:~:text=Drivers%20of%20rising%20inequality,can%20increase%20inequality%20within%20economies
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/rising-inequality-a-major-issue-of-our-time/#:~:text=Drivers%20of%20rising%20inequality,can%20increase%20inequality%20within%20economies
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/rising-inequality-a-major-issue-of-our-time/#:~:text=Drivers%20of%20rising%20inequality,can%20increase%20inequality%20within%20economies
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_347249.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_347249.pdf
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The Economist, “Andrés Manuel López Obrador Has Reduced Poverty in Mexico,” Nov. 16, 2023 

(also available as audiolink), https://www.economist.com/the-americas/2023/11/16/andres-manuel-

lopez-obrador-has-reduced-poverty-in-mexico 

• For further context and a left interpretation on this country case, see:  Kurt Hackbarth 

(2023), “AMLO Is Reducing Poverty in Mexico,” Jacobin, August 26, 

https://jacobin.com/2023/08/amlo-poverty-mexico-wealth-inequality-politics-fourth-

transformation 

Further reading: Asha Banerjee, et. al. (2021), “Unions Are Not Only Good for Workers, They’re Good 

for Communities and for Democracy,” Economic Policy Institute, Washington, D.C. 

https://www.epi.org/publication/unions-and-well-being/ 

Further reading:  Kevin Pineda-Hernández, François Rycx, and Mélanie Volral (2021), “Collective 

Bargaining Shapes Poverty: New Evidence for Developed Countries ,” IZA-Institute of Labour 

Economics, IZA DP No. 14555, July 2021, https://docs.iza.org/dp14555.pdf 

Helpful data sources for country research:  1) ILO's Legal Database on Industrial Relations (IRLex) 

(https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/collective-bargaining-labour-relations/WCMS_507552/lang--

en/index.htm) and 2) OECD/AIAS database on Institutional Characteristics of Trade Unions, Wage 

Setting, State Intervention and Social Pacts (ICTWSS) covering 56 countries/territories 

(https://www.oecd.org/employment/ictwss-database.htm) 

Task:  Take a look at the trends in real minimum wages, collective bargaining coverage, and union 

membership (density) for your focus country in the OECD/AIAS database. 

One-page note: Present in brief and critique the case for why robust unions and labor market 

institutions can help combat inequality in the global South (or why, conversely, their absence/weakness 

can exacerbate inequality). 

March 12:  Development, Democracy, and Rights (*Mid-Term Assignment due by class time*) 

Freedom House (2022), “The Global Expansion of Authoritarian Rule,” Executive Summary of 

Freedom in the World 2022, https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2022/global-expansion-

authoritarian-rule 

Dorottya Sallai and Gerhard Schnyder (2021), “What Is ‘Authoritarian’ About Authoritarian 

Capitalism? The Dual Erosion of the Private–Public Divide in State-Dominated Business Systems, 

Business and Society 60:6, 1312-1348 

Further reading: Rana Mitter and Elsbeth Johnson (2021), “What the West Gets Wrong About China, 

Harvard Business Review, May/June, 99:3, 42-48  

Further reading: Future Africa Forum (2023), “How Africa’s 21st Century Developmental States Can 

Progress,” July 1, https://forum.futureafrica.com/how-africas-21st-century-developmental-states-can-

progress/ 

*There is no note assignment for this week 

 

March 19:  Spring Break-No Class 

https://www.economist.com/the-americas/2023/11/16/andres-manuel-lopez-obrador-has-reduced-poverty-in-mexico
https://www.economist.com/the-americas/2023/11/16/andres-manuel-lopez-obrador-has-reduced-poverty-in-mexico
https://www.epi.org/publication/unions-and-well-being/
https://docs.iza.org/dp14555.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/employment/ictwss-database.htm
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2022/global-expansion-authoritarian-rule
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2022/global-expansion-authoritarian-rule
https://forum.futureafrica.com/how-africas-21st-century-developmental-states-can-progress/
https://forum.futureafrica.com/how-africas-21st-century-developmental-states-can-progress/
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PART 2—POLICY DILEMMAS AND OPTIONS FOR NATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES 

March 26:  Tackling Inequality (and Building Collective Capabilities?) 

OXFAM and Development Finance International (2022), The Commitment to Reducing Inequality 

Index 2022: 

• Read: Jo Walker, et. al. (2022), “Executive Summary,” 4-16 

• Read:  Ch. 2 (“Public Services”), 3 (“Tax Policy”), and 4 (“Labor Rights and Wages”) 

• Peruse:  The rankings in the Annex and any in-text discussion for your country(ies) and 

region(s) of interest (full report is here: https://policy-practice.oxfam.org/resources/the-

commitment-to-reducing-inequality-index-2022-621419/ ) 

Olivier Blanchard and Dani Rodrik (2021), “Introduction: We Have the Tools to Reverse the Rise in 

Inequality,”  In O. Blanchard and D. Rodrik, eds., Combating Inequality : Rethinking Government's 

Role, Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 11-18 

One-page note:  Blanchard and Rodrik overview the policy tools to combat inequality in the global 

North. How different or similar are they to those available to the South as discussed in the 

OXFAM/DFI Commitment to Reducing Inequality Index? 

Apr. 2:  Upgrading Strategies I:  Spatial Challenges and Opportunities 

Read one of the following from the country or regional case-study reports produced by the Duke 

Global Value Chains Initiative regarding upgrading prospects, trends, and policy recommendations 

(please stick to those published from 2016 to present):   

• Costa Rica (https://www.globalvaluechains.org/cggcproject/comex-costa-rica/) 

• East African region (https://www.globalvaluechains.org/cggclisting/dairy-value-chains-in-

east-africa/) 

• Pakistan (https://www.globalvaluechains.org/cggcproject/asia/) OR  

• Philippines (https://www.globalvaluechains.org/search-our-

work/?fwp_cggc_search=philippines) 

 

Bamituni Etomi Abamu (2023), “Reducing the Reliance on Global Value Chains by Strengthening 

Backward Linkages,” Columbia FDI Perspectives, No. 373 December 26, 2023, Columbia Center on 

Sustainable Investment, December 26, 

https://ccsi.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/content/docs/fdi%20perspectives/No%20373%20-%20Aba

mu%20-%20FINAL.pdf 

Mohamed El-Erian (2023), “From Near-shoring to Friend-shoring: The Changing Face of 

Globalization,” The Guardian,  March 9, https://www.theguardian.com/business/2023/mar/09/from-

near-shoring-to-friend-shoring-the-changing-face-of-globalisation 

Further reading:  Daina Beth Solomon (2023), “Nearshoring in L.A. As Companies Bring More Jobs 

to Mexico, US Wants Labor Rights Safeguards,” July 3 

https://www.globalvaluechains.org/cggcproject/comex-costa-rica/
https://www.globalvaluechains.org/cggclisting/dairy-value-chains-in-east-africa/
https://www.globalvaluechains.org/cggclisting/dairy-value-chains-in-east-africa/
https://www.globalvaluechains.org/search-our-work/?fwp_cggc_search=philippines
https://www.globalvaluechains.org/search-our-work/?fwp_cggc_search=philippines
https://ccsi.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/content/docs/fdi%20perspectives/No%20373%20-%20Abamu%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://ccsi.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/content/docs/fdi%20perspectives/No%20373%20-%20Abamu%20-%20FINAL.pdf
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https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/companies-bring-more-jobs-mexico-us-wants-labor-rights-

safeguards-2023-07-03/ 

Further reading:  Deloitte (2013) “Nearshoring in Mexico,” July 13, 

https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/insights/economy/issues-by-the-numbers/advantages-of-nearshoring-

mexico.html 

Further reading:  Zuzana Zavarská (2022), “Global Value Chains in the Post-pandemic World: How 

Can the Western Balkans Foster the Potential of Nearshoring?” The Vienna Institute for International 

Economic Studies, Policy Notes and Reports 58, March https://wiiw.ac.at/global-value-chains-in-the-

post-pandemic-world-how-can-the-western-balkans-foster-the-potential-of-nearshoring-p-6129.html 

 

One-page note:  Assess Abamu’s arguments about reducing reliance on GVCs through backward 

linkages. 

 

Apr. 9:  Upgrading Strategies II:  Shifting Production Structures and Technologies 

 

Antonio Andreoni, Ha-Joon Chang and Mateus Labrunie (2021), “Transforming Production: How 

Developing Countries Can Digitalize,” Industrial Analytics Platform, United Nations Industrial 

Development Organisation (UNIDO), May 2021, https://iap.unido.org/articles/transforming-

production-how-developing-countries-can-digitalize 

• Full version of argument can be found here:  A. Andreoni, H. Chang and M. Labrunie 

(2021), “Natura Non Facit Saltus: Challenges and Opportunities for Digital Industrialisation 

Across Developing Countries,” European Journal of Development Research 33:330–370 

https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-020-00355-z 

Charles F. Sabel (2016), “The New Organization of Production, Productive Development Policies and 

Job Creation, or Thinking about Industrial Policy as Industry Becomes Less Central to Development,” 

Relations between Productive Development Policies, Jobs, Wages, and Human Resources, 

Brainstorming Session, Lima, January 22 

Wim Naudé (2023), “The Next Frontier for African Industrial Policy,” UNIDO, Industrial Analytics 

Platform, December, https://iap.unido.org/articles/next-frontier-african-industrial-policy 

Further reading: Emre Özçelik*, and Erdal Özmen, “Premature Deindustrialisation:  The International 

Evidence,” Cambridge Journal of Economics 2023, 47, 725–746  

Helpful resources containing country data/rankings:  1) International Telecommunications Union, The 

ICT Development Index 2023:  Measuring Digital Development (annual series), 

https://www.itu.int/hub/publication/d-ind-ict_mdd-2023-2/ and 2) Oxford Insights, Government AI 

Readiness Index (link to 2023 report with some interactive features:  https://oxfordinsights.com/ai-

readiness/ai-readiness-index/) 

One-page note: What is the balance of threats and opportunities for developing countries seen by this 

weeks’ authors posed by technological change and digital technologies in particular? 

 

https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/companies-bring-more-jobs-mexico-us-wants-labor-rights-safeguards-2023-07-03/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/companies-bring-more-jobs-mexico-us-wants-labor-rights-safeguards-2023-07-03/
https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/insights/economy/issues-by-the-numbers/advantages-of-nearshoring-mexico.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/insights/economy/issues-by-the-numbers/advantages-of-nearshoring-mexico.html
https://iap.unido.org/articles/transforming-production-how-developing-countries-can-digitalize
https://iap.unido.org/articles/transforming-production-how-developing-countries-can-digitalize
https://www.itu.int/hub/publication/d-ind-ict_mdd-2023-2/
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Apr. 16: Labor Regulation and Reform  

ILO, “Executive Summary,” Social Dialogue Report 2022:  Collective bargaining for an inclusive, 

sustainable and resilient recovery, Geneva, 14-25 [full report available here:  

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---

publ/documents/publication/wcms_842807.pdf] 

Susan Hayter (2015), “Unions and Collective Bargaining,” In J. Berg, ed., Labour Markets, Institutions 

and Inequality: Building Just Societies in the 21st Century, Cheltenham, UK and Northampton, MA:  

Edward Elgar/ILO, 95-122 

Patrick Belser and Uma Rani (2015), “Minimum Wages and Inequality,” In J. Berg, ed., Labour 

Markets, Institutions and Inequality: Building Just Societies in the 21st Century, Cheltenham, UK and 

Northampton, MA:  Edward Elgar/ILO, 123-146 

Salo V. Coslovsky (2014), “Flying Under the Radar? The State and the Enforcement of Labour Laws in 

Brazil,” Oxford Development Studies 42:2, 169-195 

Further reading:  Mark S. Anner (2022), “Bargaining for Decent Work and Beyond:  Transforming 

Work and Lives through Collective Bargaining Agreements in the Honduran Maquila Sector,” May 24, 

University Park, PA:  Penn State University, Center for Global Workers’ Rights, 

https://ler.la.psu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2022/06/Honduras-maquila-report.pdf  

Last one-page note:  Make the case in brief for why a developing country with which you are familiar 

(e.g., your focus country) should adopt or raise the purchasing power of its minimum wage OR 

create/strengthen institutions of labor-management collective bargaining. 

Apr. 23:  (Re)Building the Public Sector:  Governance and Regulation 

Merilee Grindle (1997), “Divergent Cultures? When Public Organizations Perform Well in Developing 

Countries,” World Development, 25:4, 481-495. 

Salo Coslovsky (2011), “Relational Regulation in the Brazilian Ministério Publico: The Organizational 

Basis of Regulatory Responsiveness,” Regulation & Governance, 5:70-89 

Scott B. Martin, João Paulo Veiga, and Katiuscia Galhera (2023), “Limits of Complementarity:  Critical 

Case Study of Institutions of Private Governance and Public Regulation of Labor Standards in Brazil’s 

Garment Supply Chain,” article under review, Global Labour Journal 

Further:  Peter B. Evans and J E Rauch (1999), “Bureaucracy and Growth: A Cross-National Analysis 

of the Effects of ‘Weberian’ State Structures on Economic Growth”, American Sociological Review 

64(5): 748–765. 

Apr. 30: Make Development Sustainable? 

Victoria Arias Mahiques, Leonardo Park and Ángeles Sancisi (2023), “Navigating Green Trade: Latin 

America and the Caribbean at the crossroads,” UNIDO, Industrial Analytics Platform, December, 

https://iap.unido.org/articles/navigating-green-trade-latin-america-and-caribbean-crossroads 

Sumudu A. Atapattu, Carmen G. Gonzalez, and Sara L. Seck (2021), “Intersections of Environmental 

Justice and Sustainable Development:  Framing the Issues,” in S.A. Atapattu, C.G. Gonzalez, and S.L. 

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_842807.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_842807.pdf
https://ler.la.psu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2022/06/Honduras-maquila-report.pdf
https://iap.unido.org/articles/navigating-green-trade-latin-america-and-caribbean-crossroads


11 

Seck, eds., The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development, 

Cambridge and New York:  Cambridge University Press, 1 - 20 

Salo Coslovsky (2014), “Economic Development without Pre-Requisites: How Bolivian Producers Met 

Strict Food Safety Standards and Dominated the Global Brazil Nut Market, World Development.  

Volume 54, Pages 32–45 

Further:  Charles F. Sabel and David G. Victor (2022), “Experimentalism in Context:  Ground-Level 

Innovation in Agriculture, Forestry, and Electric Power,” Ch. 5 in their Fixing the Climate:  Strategies 

for an Uncertain World, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press 

Further:  Célin Guivarch, Nicolas Taconet, and Aurélie Méjean (2021), “Linking Climate and 

Inequality,” International Monetary Fund, September, 

https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/fandd/issues/2021/09/climate-change-and-inequality-guivarch-

mejean-taconet 

 

Wed. May 1:  Final papers are due by 10PM 

 

 

 


