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PADM-GP 2444
Gender & Sexuality in U.S. Policy Formation
FALL 2024
[bookmark: _kx8j0nerse72]Instructor Information
· Katherine Grainger 
· Email: kag15@nyu.edu
· Office Hours: Thursday before class by apt
[bookmark: _appoem67ki5z]Course Information
· Class Meeting Times: Thursdays: 6:45-8:25pm
· Class Location: 194 Mercer Street, Room 305
Course Description
This graduate level course will provide an in-depth analysis of gender and sexuality policy in the United States. We will focus on the role that criminalization has played in this area, examining topics such abortion and regulation of intimate partner behavior, including sodomy. Practical application on how policy is made will be intertwined throughout the course and we will use case studies to examine why certain policies efforts. Focus will also include the impact that the current political climate is having on women, LGBTQ and gender nonconforming individuals and an effort will be made to weave in current events, as well as pop culture throughout our learning. Finally, we will study the impact existent and nonexistent policy protections have on people of color, the economically disadvantaged, immigrants, transgender and gender nonconforming individuals. Incorporated into our analysis will be readings from queer liberation scholars and feminist theorists to help us evaluate the pros and cons of existing policy gains. The course will explore what full equality might look like in the United States with an examination of what can and cannot be achieved through policy advancements.
[bookmark: _5xalllw3lf0c]Course and Learning Objectives
Upon completion of Gender & Sexuality in U.S. Policy Formation, students should be able to:
1. Understand the evolution of gender and sexuality policy in the United States;
2. Think analytically and strategically about policy formation and opportunities for pragmatic and transformational change; 
3. Articulate how social justice policy is created, including the individual, contextual, and environmental factors that influence policy shifts; 
4. Be a step closer to becoming reflective practitioners, i.e. professionals endowed with a sophisticated grasp of the art, science, opportunities, limits of crafting public policy
[bookmark: _u95d5zrdds3z][bookmark: _frwo5pn64ahu]Required Textbooks
Butler, Judith (2024). Who’s Afraid of Gender 
Faderman, Lillian (2015). The Gay Revolution: The Story of the Struggle 
Manne, Kate (2018). Down Girl: The Logic of Misogyny
Additional readings as assigned, distributed and embedded in syllabus. 
Additional readings are available electronically and/or will be distributed in class. As the course progresses, we may identify additional readings or news articles relevant to the discussion. This means that the reading list is a living document, and will evolve over time. If you run into articles or blogs that are relevant, feel free to circulate them to the members of the class through NYU Classes.

Guest speakers will also contribute to our learning experience.
Expectations
1. This course requires graduate level reading, writing, and analytical skills. Students are to come to each class prepared to actively participate in discussions about reading assignments and previous lecture materials. The papers will be graded both on substance and on the ability of the student to write succinctly and clearly. 
2. Students are expected to attend class (and be on time), which is essential for learning from lecture and class discussions. Attendance and participation will affect 30% of the course grade. Students who miss more than a total of 3 classes will not receive a passing grade for the class. Absences because of religious holidays are allowed with prior notification to the instructor. Please inform the professor in advance if you are not able to attend. Absences for documented illnesses are excused. 
3. Language should be used that recognizes diversity and is respectful of others. It is also imperative, as we struggle with complex political, personal and social issues, that we not silence others by assuming that there are “politically correct” lines of thought that cannot be challenged. The bottom-line: it is our shared responsibility to struggle for intellectual growth and mutual respect as we endeavor in this process. 
4. The use of cell phones (including text messaging) is not permitted in class. Please put them away prior to class. If there is an emergency and you need to leave your cell phone on, please turn it to vibrate and attend to the call in the hallway so that you will not disturb your colleagues. 
5. The professor adheres to University and School policies regarding accommodations for students with disabilities, religious holidays, incompletes, plagiarism, and student evaluation of the course and its instruction as stated in Wagner’s Student Handbook: 
http://wagner.nyu.edu/students.
Final Grading System
· Class Participation (30%; this includes participation in pop culture assignments)
· Take Home Midterm Exam (25%)
· Final Paper (45%: 15% oral presentation, 30% individual final paper)
[bookmark: _jloh452fzd16]Active Class Participation
Means coming to class prepared to engage in a thoughtful and reflective discussion and being able to ask good questions at least as much as being able to answer them. Students should also be able to speak analytically about reading and tie it to previous reading assignments and class discussion. The class discussion is how we will bring the materials to life, and everyone is expected to actively engage in this process.
[bookmark: _htsgm4ssqaas]The Midterm Exam
Take-home exam. The exam will be distributed on October 23rd and time will be allotted for review and questions during class on October 24th. The midterm is due by Wednesday, October 30th no later than 12pm, submitted through the NYU Classes site
Final Paper
For your final exam, you will write an op-ed arguing for a policy change or advocacy strategy to advance/protect gender and sexuality in the United States. Your op-ed topic must be preapproved by the professor and you are required to set up time during office hours to discuss it with her. Students will also prepare one in-class presentation to accompany the op-ed.
Assignment Format and Submission
All assignments should be written in Times New Roman size 12, double-spaced lines with one-inch margins all around. Please submit them as docx or pdf. 

Please submit exams and papers via the Assignments tab on NYU Brightspace.
Grading Policy
There is no curve in this course. This course will abide by the Wagner School’s academic code and general policy guidelines on grading and incomplete grades. It is the student’s responsibility to become familiar with these policies, which are post on the NYU Wagner website:

Academic Code: https://wagner.nyu.edu/portal/students/policies/code
Grading: https://wagner.nyu.edu/portal/students/policies/grading
Incomplete Grades: https://wagner.nyu.edu/portal/students/policies/incompletes
Late Assignments
Students are expected to complete all course assignments on time. In certain rare circumstances, late assignments will be accepted with approval from the Professor.
Incomplete Grades
Students who are unable to complete all the assignments for a course by the time the course has ended must request an incomplete grade from the Professor by submitting a Request for Incomplete Grade form. The Professor is under no obligation to grant a request for an incomplete grade. If the instructor grants the request for an incomplete, the student will receive a grade of IP (Incomplete Pass) or IF (Incomplete Fail) as determined by the Professor. If the student does not submit a request for an incomplete or if the Professor denies the request, the student will receive a grade of N (no credit) or F (Fail) as determined by the instructor. Under no circumstances will the Professor delay the submission of grades to accommodate a late assignment from a student. It is the obligation of the student who has received a grade of IP or IF for a course to fulfill the requirements agreed to in the Request for Incomplete Grade form. Once the requirements are fulfilled, the instructor will issue a change of grade for the student. Students who do not fulfill the agreed upon requirements of the incomplete grade will have their grades automatically convert at the end of one semester in the following manner: an IP will convert to an N (No credit) and an IF will convert to an F (Fail).
[bookmark: _l4ff759murgo]Weekly Assignments
September 5: Introduction/Overview
In this session, we will focus on:
· Course themes and direction
· Assignments, including pop culture assignment, midterm, oral presentation and final paper
· How gender and identity politics impacts the modern study of policy formation
 
Required Reading
Abrams, Stacey, Identity Politics Strengthens Democracy, https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:c2999c77-a748-4c2d-a1bd-12657a52c6fd

Harris sidesteps the spotlight when it comes to her identity https://www.politico.com/news/2024/08/30/harris-cnn-interview-race-gender-00176929
How Gender Redefined the 2024 Election https://newrepublic.com/article/184435/harris-vance-gender-2024-election
SOCIETAL CREATIONS
September 12: Policy, Sexuality, and Control
In this session, we will examine:
· The societal creation of sexuality
· The public and private sphere
· Misogyny, patriarchy and sexism
· How all these constructs inform policy formation
Required Reading
Manne, Kate (2018). Down Girl: The Logic of Misogyny, chps. 2-3.
 
Butler, Judith (2024). Who’s Afraid of Gender, chp. 3.
 
Aron, Nina Renata (March 8, 2019), “What Does Misogyny Look Like,” The New York Times, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/08/style/misogyny-women-history-photographs.html
September 19: The Gender Binary and Authoritarianisms in Policy Formation 
In this session, we will examine:
· Authoritarianisms and gender
· The legal creation of sex and gender
· Ways the state and our institutions work to maintain patriarchy and the status quo
Required Readings
Epps, Garrett (2020). What ‘Because of Sex’ Really Means
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/06/what-because-of-sex-really-means/613099/
 
Butler, Judith (2024). Who’s Afraid of Gender, chp. 4.
 
The 19th Explains: What you need to know about Project 2025 https://19thnews.org/2024/07/project-2025-women-education-lgbtq-workforce/
Why empowered women are authoritarianism’s targets—and how they can be its undoing https://www.hks.harvard.edu/faculty-research/policycast/why-empowered-women-are-authoritarianisms-targets-and-how-they-can-be
BUILDING POWER
September 26: Visibility: Uprisings, Marches and Protest
In this session, we will examine:
· The importance of visibility in policy making
· The impact of the Stonewall Uprising and ACTUP on policy formation -The beginning foundations of assimilationist and liberationist theory
· Visibility in policy making focusing on recent resurgence of the women’s rights and gender justice movements
Required Viewing
American Experience: Stonewall Uprising https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/stonewall/
Required Reading
DeParle, J, Rude, Rash, January 3,1990 “Effective, Act-Up Shifts AIDS Policy” The New York Times, https://www.nytimes.com/1990/01/03/nyregion/rude-rash-effective-act-up-shifts-aids-policy.html
 
Cauterucci, Christina, January 21, 2022 “How the Women’s March Might Have Played Out Differently” Slate Magazine, https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2022/01/womens-march-five-year-anniversary.html
 
Lang, Nico, August 22, 2024, “There Is a Better World Out There: Why The Gender Liberation Movement Is Marching on Washington” them, https://www.them.us/story/gender-liberation-movement-march-on-washington-feature
October 3: Visibility: Accessing Institutions
In this session, we will examine:
· How a seat at the table impacts policy
· The ways political leadership influences policy results
· The pros and cons of moving from the margins into the mainstream
· Continued discussion on liberationist vs assimilationist theory
Required Reading
Faderman, Lillian (2015). The Gay Revolution: The Story of the Struggle, chps. 15-17.
 
Ambinder, Marc, (2013). “Bush Campaign Chief and Former RNC Chair Ken Mehlman: I’m Gay,” The Atlantic https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2010/08/bush-campaign-chief-and-former-rnc-chair-ken-mehlman-im-gay/62065/
 
Goldmacher, Confessore, Lerer and Hsu, (2021). “Turmoil Was Brewing at Time’s Up Long Before Cuomo,” The New York Times https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/21/us/times-up-metoo-sexual-harassment.html
FEAR AND CONTROL
October 10: Criminalization
In this session, we will examine:
· How the state uses criminalization as a tool to discriminate on the basis of gender and sexuality
Required Reading
 
Faderman, Lillian (2015). The Gay Revolution: The Story of the Struggle, chps. 2-4
 
Jordan Blair Woods, LGBT Identity and Crime (2018), pgs 152-194
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/LGBT-Identity-and-Crime.pdf
 
Hunt, Jerome and  Moodie-Mills, Aisha C. The Unfair Criminalization of Gay and Transgender Youth (Jun 29, 2012) https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/issues/2012/06/pdf/juvenile_justice.pdf
 
Young, Neil, How the Bathroom Wars Shaped America, (Politico, 2016). https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/05/2016-bathroom-bills-politics-north-carolina-lgbt-transgender-history-restrooms-era-civil-rights-213902/
October 17: NO CLASS
October 24: Criminalization
In this session, we will examine:
· Continue to examine the states use of criminalization this time focusing specifically on trans rights
Required Reading
TBA
October 31: Criminalization
[bookmark: _GoBack]In this session, we will examine:
· Continue to examine the states use of criminalization this time focusing specifically on reproductive health
 
Required 
Roberts, Dorothy, (1997). Killing the Black Body: Race, Reproduction, and the Meaning of Liberty, Introduction. https://www.socialism.com/drupal-6.8/sites/all/pdf/class/Roberts-Killing%20the%20Black%20Body.pdf
Brennan Center for Justice, Roe v. Wade and Supreme Court Abortion Cases
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/roe-v-wade-and-supreme-court-abortion-cases (September 28, 2022)
New York Times, In 6-to-3 Ruling, Supreme Court Ends Nearly 50 Years of Abortion Rights
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/24/us/roe-wade-overturned-supreme-court.html (Published June 24, 2022; Updated Nov. 2, 2022)
Guttmacher Institute, Interactive Map: US Abortion Policies and Access After Roe
https://states.guttmacher.org/policies/ (Policies current as of October 23, 2024)
 KFF, The Opportunities and Realities of Citizen-Initiated State Ballot Abortion Measures
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/issue-brief/opportunities-realities-citizen-abortion-ballot-measures/ (Oct 16, 2024)
Optional (if you have time, please skim both)
New York Times, The Dobbs v. Jackson Decision, Annotated
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/06/24/us/politics/supreme-court-dobbs-jackson-analysis-roe-wade.html (June 24, 2022)
Pregnancy Justice, Pregnancy As a Crime: A Preliminary Report on the First Year After Dobbs https://www.pregnancyjusticeus.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Pregnancy-as-a-Crime.pdf (Sept, 2024)
CASE STUDIES
November 7: Case Study: Marriage Equality
In this session, we will examine:
· The fight for marriage equality in the United States, focusing on the courts, state legislatures, and public opinion
· How marriage was won in New York state and its impact on other states
· What made the marriage fight victorious
Required Reading
Faderman, Lillian (2015). The Gay Revolution: The Story of the Struggle, chps. 31-33.
Geidner, Chris, June 19, 2019, “The Court Cases That Changed L.G.B.T.Q. Rights.” The New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/19/us/legal-history-lgbtq-rights-timeline.html
Panelists: Hon. O'Donnell, Daniel and Grainger, Katherine, LGBT Rights: Toward a More Perfect Union: An Oral History of the Marriage Equality Act in New York, Albany Government Law Review, 5 Alb. Gov't L. Rev. 651 (2012).
 
Stewart-Winter, Timothy, 26 June 2015. “The Price of Gay Marriage.” The New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/28/opinion/sunday/the-price-of-gay-marriage.html
November 14: Case Study: Equal Rights Amendment  
In this session, we will examine:
· The fight long fight to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment
· How ERA lost and compare it to the victorious fight for marriage equality
 
Guest Speaker
Sasha Ahuja, Campaign Director, New Yorkers for Equal Rights  
Required Listening
The Civics 101 Podcast, Equal Rights Amendment https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-
101-episodes/equal-rights-amendment  
Required Reading
TBA
WHERE POLICY FALLS SHORT
November 21:  Limitations: Where Policy Falls Short 
In this session, we will examine:
· The limits of the law and who is left out when policy is created
· How policy fails to protect our intersections
· What it would take to create multi-dimensional policies and laws
Required Reading
Dean Spade (2015), “What’s Wrong with Rights?” and “Administrating Gender” from Normal
Life: Administrative Violence, Critical Trans Politics, and the Limits of Law, pp. 38- 49, 73-93
 
The Advocate, Alicia Garza: Taking Black Lives Matter to Another Dimension https://www.advocate.com/40-under-40/2015/12/09/alicia-garza-taking-black-lives-matteranother-dimension
 
Crenshaw, Kimberle (1989). Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black Feminist Critique of Antidiscrimination Doctrine, Feminist Theory and Antiracist Politics http://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1052&context=uclf.
November 28:  THANKSGIVING; NO CLASS
December 5: CLASS PRESENTATIONS 
December 12: CLASS PRESENTATIONS and Closing Reflections 
In this session, we will: 
· Finish class presentations
· Draw conclusions on semester’s readings
· Discuss how true equality might be obtained, what that might look like and whether that is should be the goal
 
Final Papers due by Thursday, December 19 at 11:59pmET, submitted through the NYU Brightspace site.
[bookmark: _j4ifqkoquew8]Letter Grades
Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows:

	Letter Grade
	Points

	A
	4.0 points

	A-
	3.7 points

	B+
	3.3 points

	B
	3.0 points

	B-
	2.7 points

	C+
	2.3 points

	C
	2.0 points

	C-
	1.7 points

	F
	0.0 points



[bookmark: _1milcwsslpxy]Student grades will be assigned according to the following criteria:
[bookmark: _v3qcw3rl8daf]
· (A) Excellent: Exceptional work for a graduate student. Work at this level is unusually thorough, well-reasoned, creative, methodologically sophisticated, and well written. Work is of exceptional, professional quality.

· (A-) Very good: Very strong work for a graduate student. Work at this level shows signs of creativity, is thorough and well-reasoned, indicates strong understanding of appropriate methodological or analytical approaches, and meets professional standards.

· (B+) Good: Sound work for a graduate student; well-reasoned and thorough, methodologically sound. This is the graduate student grade that indicates the student has fully accomplished the basic objectives of the course.

· (B) Adequate: Competent work for a graduate student even though some weaknesses are evident. Demonstrates competency in the key course objectives but shows some indication that understanding of some important issues is less than complete. Methodological or analytical approaches used are adequate but student has not been thorough or has shown other weaknesses or limitations.

· (B-) Borderline: Weak work for a graduate student; meets the minimal expectations for a graduate student in the course. Understanding of salient issues is somewhat incomplete. Methodological or analytical work performed in the course is minimally adequate. Overall performance, if consistent in graduate courses, would not suffice to sustain graduate status in “good standing.”

· (C/-/+) Deficient: Inadequate work for a graduate student; does not meet the minimal expectations for a graduate student in the course. Work is inadequately developed or flawed by numerous errors and misunderstanding of important issues. Methodological or analytical work performed is weak and fails to demonstrate knowledge or technical competence expected of graduate students.

· (F) Fail: Work fails to meet even minimal expectations for course credit for a graduate student. Performance has been consistently weak in methodology and understanding, with serious limits in many areas. Weaknesses or limits are pervasive.
Brightspace
All announcements, resources, and assignments will be delivered through the Brightspace site. I may modify assignments, due dates, and other aspects of the course as we go through the term with advance notice provided as soon as possible through the course website.
[bookmark: _pi6uzzm65m03][bookmark: _ojfke15mxf1l][bookmark: _ohx4zsqd9jrd][bookmark: _xtyye4wskqap]Academic Integrity
Academic integrity is a vital component of Wagner and NYU. All students enrolled in this class are required to read and abide by Wagner’s Academic Code. All Wagner students have already read and signed the Wagner Academic Oath. Plagiarism of any form will not be tolerated and students in this class are expected to report violations to me. If any student in this class is unsure about what is expected of you and how to abide by the academic code, you should consult with me.
Henry and Lucy Moses Center for Student Accessibility
Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities.  Please visit the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (CSD) website and click the “Get Started” button. You can also call or email CSD (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are strongly advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance.
NYU’s Calendar Policy on Religious Holidays
NYU’s Calendar Policy on Religious Holidays states that members of any religious group may, without penalty, absent themselves from classes when required in compliance with their religious obligations. You must notify me in advance of religious holidays or observances that might coincide with exams, assignments, or class times to schedule mutually acceptable alternatives. Students may also contact religiousaccommodations@nyu.edu for assistance.
NYU’s Wellness Exchange
NYU’s Wellness Exchange has extensive student health and mental health resources. A private hotline (212-443-9999) is available 24/7 that connects students with a professional who can help them address day-to-day challenges as well as other health-related concerns.
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