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URPL-GP 2660
History and Theory of Planning, Section 1 Fall 2024
Instructor Information
· Raksha Vasudevan, PhD (she/her)
· Email: rv2526@nyu.edu
· Office Hours: By appointment. https://calendly.com/rvasudevan-5esj/officehours

Course Information
· Class Meeting Times: Tuesdays, 6:45-8:25 pm
· Class Location: 19 West 4th Street, Rom 102

Course Description
This course is an introduction to the evolution of urban and regional planning, reflecting on key concepts that continue to shape planning today. We will examine how old and new imaginaries and conceptualizations of the urban have shaped planning. In turn, we will reflect on the changing conceptual and technical approaches utilized by planners that have been guided by planning’s competing values and objectives. The course will begin with an introduction to some of the foundations of planning, including persistent systemic inequities experienced in cities.
This will be followed by a section on the histories of planning where we cover the main currents in planning, including their assumptions, limitations, and opportunities. Next, we will cover a section on planning’s relationship to power, specifically the profession’s well-intentioned desire to serve the ‘public good’. We finish the class with a section on contemporary planning topics that provide a mirror into the persistent inequities discussed in the first portion of the class.
While loosely structured chronologically, the intention of the class is to develop an appreciation for how past histories and future imaginaries are entangled in the making of the city. To do so, the class emphasizes an intersectional and relational approach to understanding planning. An intersectional approach tells us that the multiple identities of city residents (race, class, age, gender, disability, and the like) affects the way they experience, perceive, and make use of the city. A relational approach allows us to understand the ways in which ideas, values, imaginaries, and technologies move between and amongst urban areas across the world. In other words, rather than a Global North/Global South distinction, the intention of this class is to notice how planning has traversed across space and time, morphing as it moves along. We will use stories,
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narratives, oral histories, and creative pieces to discuss the intersectional and relational dimensions of planning. Throughout the class, we will reflect on what it means to be a planner in the present-day.


Class Expectations
Your Responsibilities
As a foundational course for your degree, this course is rigorous and time-consuming. Prior to each class, I expect that you have not only read the material for the day but have also spent some time processing what you have learned. Whether in-person or online, active participation includes engaging with and analyzing the material; respectfully listening to others; engaging in discussions and debates; and being open and generous with the class content, even when it pushes you past your comfort zone. I ask that you bring your creativity, enthusiasm, and prior knowledge and experiences to each class.

More specifically, you are responsible for the following tasks:
1. Attend every class meeting and actively contribute to class discussion through engaged listening and participation: We want to hear from you- bring in your own experiences or literature from other classes to enhance class dialogues. Actively contributing also entails being self-reflective about your positionality through the semester, being generous and listening to other students and the instructor, and critically engaging with the material at hand. You may use the computer to take notes and pull up readings; however, if it seems that you are abusing this privilege, I have the right to ask you to leave your computer at home. For online classes, please keep your video on to the extent possible. Remember, it is clear to the instructor when students are surfing the web, texting, or doing other work during our meetings.
2. Complete all assignments on time and to the best of your ability so that the class progresses together: Except for exceptional circumstances (death in family, mental health issues, etc.) late work will only be accepted twice in the semester (see below for grading penalty). If you need any special accommodations, please see me and I will do my best to accommodate you.
3. Be respectful of your peers and your instructor, and be present in class. Attendance will be noted throughout the semester.
4. Be creative and have fun with the material! Although some of the readings will be difficult, I want you to push yourself to analyze and engage with the material. Bring questions and ideas to class, and your classmates and I can work with you.
5. Provide an assessment of the professor and the course materials towards the beginning, middle, and end of the semester. Additionally, provide feedback to the professor about reading material, teaching, etc. as necessary.

My Responsibilities
I can be relied upon to provide the following:

1. Ensure an effective and safe learning context: As the course instructor, I will do my best to provide intellectual guidance and a learning environment that allows you all to learn and discover throughout the semester. My first job is to create a syllabus and develop a learning framework that facilitates active learning through different types of readings, lectures and course material. I will also make sure that the environment is safe and respectful for everyone. Some of the topics we cover are difficult and/ or contentious; while healthy debate and disagreement is encouraged, disrespect will not be tolerated.
2. Give timely feedback, advice, and instruction on course assignments and other course requirements: I will grade your assignments and provide feedback in a timely manner so that you are able to grow as a thinker and a writer over the semester. I will also be available to answer questions, provide advice and information, and otherwise help you in your learning. Scheduling office hours is encouraged, particularly if you are struggling with a particular concept or are working through ideas.
3. Assigning final credit for the course: I am responsible for assigning final course credit. I will follow the assessment parameters outlined below and grade in as fair a manner as possible.


Course and Learning Objectives
1. Develop an understanding of the underlying roots of planning practice
2. Understand the emergence of urban planning in historical context, as well as the historical legacies of current planning interventions
3. Understand prevalent debates and tensions within planning
4. Develop a relational and multi-scalar understanding of planning interventions and their consequences for multiple publics
5. Develop an appreciation for the relationship between planning histories and theories
6. Operationalize intersectional thinking and analysis to research and reflect critically on urban planning issues and interventions

Within the course, students will be measure on how effectively they are meeting the learning objectives through written and oral assignments, as well as active participation in class.


Learning Assessment Table

	Graded Assignment
	Course Objective Covered

	Participation: In-class contribution
	#1, #2, #3, #5

	Participation: Class participation and
reading responses
	All

	Movie Response
	#6

	Midterm: Historiography Essay
	#1, #2, #4, #6

	Music Playlist & Annotated Bibliography
	#1, #2, #3, #5, #6

	Final: Podcast
	All



Required Readings
· All readings and other materials to prepare for class will be available on Brightspace and sorted by week. See course schedule below for the week-by-week list..


Assessment Assignments and Evaluation

	Graded Assignments
	Due Date
	Points

	A. City Perspectives Project

	1) Pick a city
	9/13
	5 (I)

	2) Midterm Assignment:
Historiography Essay
	11/1
	20 (I)

	3) Annotated Playlist
	11/14
	10 (T)

	4) Final Assignment: Podcast Detailed outline
Final podcast
Peer review
	
11/28
12/17
12/20
	30 (T)
5
20
5

	B. Attendance and Participation

	1) In-class contribution
	varies
	10 (T)

	2) Class participation & reading responses
	ongoing
	10 (I)

	3) Reading responses
	ongoing
	15 (I)

	C. Opportunities for extra credit
	ongoing (latest 12/13)
	5 (I)

	Points possible
	
	105


All assignments are due by 11:59 pm ET on the date listed, except reading responses.
I= individual grades; T= team grades

Assignments are due under “Course Information” on Brightspace as a Microsoft Word file by 11:59 pm on the date specified. *Only reading responses should be posted by 1 pm on the day of the class.

Late submissions are only allowed for two assignments: the midterm historiography paper and the final podcast. In fairness to other students, late submissions will result in an immediate 10 point deduction, with an additional five points deducted for every 24 hour period. Modest extensions are possible for extenuating circumstances; if you are requesting an extension, please send an email at least 24 hours before the due date, so that I can consider it.


City Perspectives Project

1) Pick a City (short paragraph). You will choose a city or urban area to focus on for the rest of the semester; this can be anywhere in the world, but should have some personal significance to you (your hometown, somewhere you have lived for over six months, a place you’ve always been interested in, etc.). Write a short paragraph (3-5 sentences) that includes the geography you are choosing, a general planning topic or event you may focus on, and your reason for choosing it. Due 9/13- individual grade.

2) Midterm Assignment: Historiography Essay (5-7 pgs. single spaced). The purpose of this assignment is to apply the concept of intersectionality to your understanding of city planning. You will choose a historical event that took place in the city you chose and use 3-5 sources to analyze the way in which the event and its repercussions on city life are/were understood. For example, you will ask, what were the drivers of the event discussed? To what extent do these sources offer diverse perspectives on the event? What voices are included and which ones are left out? How do we utilize intersectionality to explain vulnerabilities and relationships to planning? (Specific criteria and rubric to be handed out). Due 11/1- individual grade.

4) Music Playlist and Annotated Bibliography (“Annotated Playlist”). In class, we will form small groups based on commonalities (either geography and/or topics). This will be your working group for both the playlist/bibliography and the podcast assignments. For this assignment, create an annotated Spotify playlist (~3-5 songs per group member) with songs from any era. The purpose of this assignment is to learn about city life and city experiences through alternative forms. The overall playlist should be organized by theme(s) or principles you are drawing from class. (Specific criteria and rubric to be handed out). Annotated playlist due 11/14 via Brightspace (upload songs via Spotify on class’s collaborative playlist)- team grade.
· For each song on the playlist, write 3-4 sentences of description and justification about the track selection.
· Then, for the entire playlist, create a summary (no more than 500 words) that walks us through the logic of the playlist. What theme(s), populations, and questions did you focus on as a group? How is this relevant to city life - specifically given your common geography/topics? What are the primary planning challenges highlighted, and by whom?

5) Final Assignment: Podcast. For this assignment, teams will use (audio or video format) podcasts to explore in-depth a key planning topic for cities. Based on your group’s commonalities (region, topic, etc.) you will develop a research theme for your podcast, with the idea of debating, discussing, and sharing what you have learned. The length of the podcast will be approximately 10-15 minutes per person in the team and can either be formatted as one podcast or segments in a series. Each podcast series will include the following components: 1) Theoretical framework, 2) Background, 3) Case studies (your cities and topics), and 4) Reflection and vision. (Specific criteria and rubric to be handed out). Detailed draft outline due 11/28 via Brightspace; final podcast due 12/17; peer review due 12/20. Outline and podcast- team grade; peer review- individual grade.

· The detailed outline will include the research question and major themes and theoretical frameworks your podcast is covering; the structure and flow of the podcast; and the framing of the cases. You will have in-class time to work with your team (date tbd).
· For the peer review, you will be asked to listen/watch another team’s podcast and provide feedback (rubric provided).

Attendance and Participation
3) In-class contribution: In pairs, you and a classmate will present two comparative contemporary events related to that day’s class topic. These events should be from different geographies (loosely defined). In a powerpoint, you will prepare: 1) A very brief summary of three main points derived from the readings for that week (this need not be exhaustive of all the readings, just what interested you both about the week’s readings); 2) how the events you chose relate to that topic and how they relate to each other; and 3) what are the general consequences and/or implications for planning. Do not assume other students are familiar with your contemporary topic; bring images or other materials to aid the conversation. These contributions should be presented conversationally in order to start a discussion with your peers. Presentations should be roughly 15 minutes in total. Due date varies- team grade.

4) Class participation and reading responses: As stated above, you are expected to be present at all classes, respond to questions posed in class, ask thoughtful questions to the professor, other students, and guest speakers, and participate in class activities. Refer to the “my responsibilities” section above for more details. Due dates vary- individual grade.
· We have 13 weeks of readings (excluding week 1). Students will be responsible for submitting reading responses on material from any 3 weeks throughout the semester excluding the week you are presenting your contemporary topic. These reading responses should be short (~1/2 page single spaced) and be a critical reflection about the week’s readings. It should not be a summary of the readings, but rather analyze them. Some guiding questions:
· What is the ‘so what’ of the article(s)?
· What did you find interesting?
· What were the strengths and weaknesses of the argument(s)?
· What did you agree with? Disagree with?
· End your reading response with at least two questions that could be the basis for further inquiry in the following assignments and for class discussion.

Opportunities for Extra Credit
Throughout the semester, I will post on Brightspace any in-person or virtual events that relate to planning. You are encouraged to attend any of these and can receive extra credit for up to two events (2.5 points each, 5 points total). To receive the extra credit, write a reflection (no more than 1 pg. ss) about what you learned. What were the main arguments/themes of the speaker/exhibit/event? What were you surprised by? What did you feel were limitations? How did the event further your understanding about planning and/or the role of the planner? If you hear of any events that might be relevant, please email me so that I can share it with the group

as appropriate. Due date varies but all extra credit must be turned in by 12/13 – individual grade.

Overview of the Semester
~PART ONE: FOUNDATIONS OF PLANNING~
· Week 1
· Date: September 3
· Topic: Introduction
· In class: Sign up for in-class contribution
· Week 2
· Date: September 10
· Topic: The Theory-Practice Dialectic
· Deliverable: City Perspectives Project: Pick a city due September 13 at 11:59 pm
· Week 3
· Date: September 17
· Topic: Roots of Inequality 1: Intersectionality: Race
· Week 4
· Date: September 24. Zoom Class
· Topic: Roots of Inequality: Intersectionality: Gender

~PART TWO: HISTORIES OF PLANNING~

· Week 5
· Date: October 1
· Topic: City Beautiful, City Social, City Rational
· Week 6
· Date: October 8
· Topic: Modernism and Urban Poverty
· In-class: Guest lecture: Kathryn Lloyd, Director of Programs, Tenement Museum
· Week 7
· Date: October 15- no class
· Week 8
· Date: October 22. Zoom Class
· Topic: Zoning and Land Use
· In-class: Guest lecture: Dr. Akira Drake Rodriguez, Assistant Professor, University of Pennsylvania
· Week 9
· Date: October 29
· Topic: Urban Renewal
· Deliverable: Midterm Assignment: Historiography Essay due November 1 at 11:59 pm

~PART THREE: PLANNING & POWER~

· Week 10
· Date: November 5
· Topic: Planning and Power
· Week 11
· Date: November 12
· Topic: Planning Processes v. Outcomes
· In-class: Guest Lecture: Chris Pangilinan, Chief, Operations Planning, MTA
· Deliverable: Annotated Playlist due November 14 at 11:59 pm
· Week 12
· Date: November 19
· Topic: Right to the City
· In-class: Group work on detailed outline

~PART FOUR: PLANNING FUTURITIES~

· Week 13
· Date: November 26
· Topic: Land, Territory and Sovereignty
· Deliverable: Detailed Outline due November 28 at 11:59 pm
· Week 14
· Date: December 3
· Topic: Planning Amidst Crises
· In-class: Guest Panel: Speakers TBD
· Week 15 – LAST CLASS
· Date: December 10
· Topic: Planning Futurities: Occupancy, Insurgent, Pluriversal, and Abolitionist Planning
· Optional Deliverable: All extra credit due by December 13 at 11:59 pm
· December 16-20 Final Exam Period
· Deliverable: Final Podcast due December 17 at 11:59 pm
· Deliverable: Peer Review due December 20 at 11:59 pm


Grades
Grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows:

	Letter Grade
	Numeric Grade
	Points

	A
	>93.0
	4.0 points
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	Numeric Grade
	Points

	A-
	>90.0
	3.7 points

	B+
	>87.0
	3.3 points

	B
	>83.0
	3.0 points

	B-
	>80.0
	2.7 points

	C+
	>77.0
	2.3 points

	C
	>73.0
	2.0 points

	C-
	>70.0
	1.7 points

	F
	<70.0
	0.0 points



Student grades will be assigned according to the following criteria:

· (A) Excellent: Exceptional work for a graduate student. Work at this level is unusually thorough, well-reasoned, creative, methodologically sophisticated, and well written. Work is of exceptional, professional quality.

· (A-) Very good: Very strong work for a graduate student. Work at this level shows signs of creativity, is thorough and well-reasoned, indicates strong understanding of appropriate methodological or analytical approaches, and meets professional standards.

· (B+) Good: Sound work for a graduate student; well-reasoned and thorough, methodologically sound. This is the graduate student grade that indicates the student has fully accomplished the basic objectives of the course.

· (B) Adequate: Competent work for a graduate student even though some weaknesses are evident. Demonstrates competency in the key course objectives but shows some indication that understanding of some important issues is less than complete. Methodological or analytical approaches used are adequate but student has not been thorough or has shown other weaknesses or limitations.

· (B-) Borderline: Weak work for a graduate student; meets the minimal expectations for a graduate student in the course. Understanding of salient issues is somewhat incomplete.

Methodological or analytical work performed in the course is minimally adequate. Overall performance, if consistent in graduate courses, would not suffice to sustain graduate status in “good standing.”

· (C/-/+) Deficient: Inadequate work for a graduate student; does not meet the minimal expectations for a graduate student in the course. Work is inadequately developed or flawed by numerous errors and misunderstanding of important issues. Methodological or analytical work performed is weak and fails to demonstrate knowledge or technical competence expected of graduate students.

· (F) Fail: Work fails to meet even minimal expectations for course credit for a graduate student. Performance has been consistently weak in methodology and understanding, with serious limits in many areas. Weaknesses or limits are pervasive.


Detailed Course Overview
All readings are found on Brightspace. Readings are subject to change; please check the Brightspace site for the latest required readings.

WEEK 1: INTRODUCTION

Readings Due
1. Fischler, Raphael. 2012: “Reflective Practice.” In Planning Ideas that Matter.
2. Richard Foglesong, “The problem of planning,” in Planning the Capitalist City. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1986, 3-27.

Discussion Questions
· What made you interested in planning and policy?
· What does planning mean to you?

Optional Readings
1. Sandercock, Leonie. 1998. “Introduction: Framing Insurgent Historiographies for Planning,” in Making the Invisible Visible: A Multicultural Planning History. pp. 1-17.
2. Vanessa Watson. 2009. “Seeing from the South: Refocusing Urban Planning on the Globe’s Central Urban Issues” Urban Studies 46, 2259-2275.

WEEK 2: THE THEORY-PRACTICE DIALECTIC

Readings Due
1. Fainstein, Susan. 2016. “Introduction: The Structures and Debates of Planning Theory.” In Readings in Planning Theory, 1-15.
2. Rittel, Horst & Webber, Melvin M. 1973. “Dilemmas in a General Theory of Planning,”
Policy Sciences, 4: 155-169.
3. Marcuse, Peter. 2016. The Three Historic Currents of City Planning. In Readings in Planning Theory, 117-128.

Discussion Questions
· Why is it useful to study history and theory together?
· What are the major debates/currents in planning theory?
· What are wicked problems?

Optional Readings
1. Winkler, Tanja. 2018. “Colonial City Design Lives Here: Questioning Planning Education’s Dominant Imaginaries.” In “Race and Spatial Imaginary: Planning Otherwise,” eds. Bates et al. Planning Theory & Practice. 266-268.
2. Oren Yifatchel. 1989. “Towards A New Typology of Planning Theories.” Environment and Planning B: Planning and Design, vol. 16. pp 23-29.
3. Lindblom, Charles. 1996. “The Science of ‘Muddling Through,’” in Readings in Planning Theory. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers, pp. 288-304 (originally in 1959).


WEEK 3: INTERSECTIONALITY: RACE

Readings Due
1. Crenshaw, Kimberlé. 2016. The urgency of intersectionality. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akOe5-UsQ2o
2. Shabazz, Rashad. “Carceral Matters: An Introduction.” In Spatializing Blackness: Architectures of Confinement and Black Masculinity in Chicago. 1-10.
3. Goetz, Edward, Rashad Williams, and Anthony Damiano. “Whiteness and Urban Planning.” Journal of the American Planning Association. pp. 142-156.
4. Lipsitz, George. “The Racialization of Space and the Spatialization of Race: Theorizing the Hidden Architecture of Landscape”, pp. 10-23.

Discussion Questions
· What does intersectionality mean? How can we operationalize it in our work?
· Who identifies planning problems and solutions?
· What role has the market been perceived to play in the development of the city?
· Why is it important to understand systemic racism in the context of planning?

Optional Readings
1. Summers, Brandi T. “Introduction: Black Space Matters.” In Black in Place. pp. 2-27.
2. Bates et al. 2018. Race and Spatial Imaginary: Planning Otherwise. Planning Theory and Practice Interface 19(2).
3. Thomas.J.M.1994. Planning History and the Black Urban Experience: Linkages and Contemporary Implications. Journal of Planning Education and Research. 14 (1):1-11.
4. Loyd, Jenna M., and Anne Bonds. 2018. “Where Do Black Lives Matter? Race, Stigma, and Place in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.” The Sociological Review 66, no. 4: 898–918.
5. Rothstein, Richard. 2014. “The Making of Ferguson: Public Policies at the
Root of Its Troubles.” Economic Policy Institute. https://www.epi.org/publication/making- ferguson/

WEEK 4: INTERSECTIONALITY: GENDER

Readings Due
1. Beebeejaun, Yasminah. 2017. “Gender, urban space, and the right to everyday life.”
Journal of Urban Affairs, 39:3, 323-334.
2. Doan, Petra. 2015. “Why Plan for the LGBTQ?”. In Planning and LGBTQ Communities. pp.1-16.
3. Wirka, Susan Marie. “City Planning for Girls: Exploring the Ambiguous Nature of Women's Planning History.” In Making the invisible visible: a multicultural planning history. pp.150-163.
4. Dorries, Heather and Harjo, Laura. “Beyond Safety: Refusing Colonial Violence Through Indigenous Feminist Planning.” Journal of Planning Education and Research, 40(2): 210- 219.

Discussion Questions
· What does intersectionality mean? How can we operationalize it in our work?
· How can we understand differential access and rights to cities?
· How can we incorporate varied lived experiences and spatial practices into planning?
· What is the relationship between safety and planning?

Optional Readings
1. Gauger, Bri. 2021. “From the Women’s Movement to the Academy: Feminist Urban Planning, 1970-1985.” In Feminist Geography Unbound: Discomfort, Bodies, and Prefigured Futures.
2. Interview with Petra Doan. 2021. In Feminist Geography Unbound: Discomfort, Bodies, and Prefigured Futures.
3. Sweet, Elizabeth. 2021. “Anti-Blackness/Nativeness and erasure in Mexico: Black feminist geographies and Latin American decolonial dialogues for U.S. urban planning.” Journal of Race, Ethnicity, and the City. pp. 1-16.

4. Frisch, Michael. “Planning as a heterosexist project.” Journal of Planning Education and Research 21: 254-266.
5. Gilbert, Melissa R. 1998. “‘Race,’ Space, and Power: The Survival Strategies of Working Poor Women.” Annals of the Association of American Geographers 88 (4): 595–621.


WEEK 5: CITY BEAUTIFUL, CITY SOCIAL, CITY RATIONAL

Readings Due
1. Howard, Ebenezer. “Author’s Introduction” and “The Town-Country Magnet” in The City Reader, eds. by LeGates and Stout.
2. Wilson, William. 1989. “The Glory, Destruction and Meaning of the City Beautiful Movement,” in The City Beautiful Movement.
3. Hayden, Dolores. “Nurturing: Home, Mom, and Apple Pie.” In Readings in Planning Theory, eds. Campbell and Fainstein.
4. Wirka, Susan Marie. 1996. "The City Social Movement: Progressive Women Reformers and Early Social Planners," in Planning the Twentieth-Century American City, eds. Mary Corbin Sies & Christopher Silver.

Discussion Questions
· What are the major similarities and differences between City Beautiful, City Social and City Rational movements?
· How do these movements impact how planning is done and perceived today?
· What is the role of experts in each of these movements?

Optional Readings
1. Episode 155: The City Beautiful. The Lost Geographer Podcast.
2. LaGrand, James B. “Understanding Urban Progressivism and the City Beautiful Movement.” In Pennsylvania History: A Journal of Mid-Atlantic Studies, 87(1): 11-21.


WEEK 6: MODERNISM AND URBAN POVERTY

Readings Due
1. The Tenement House Problem Introduction
2. Scott, James C. 1998. "Authoritarian High Modernism" in Readings in Planning Theory.
3. Jacob Riis. 1890. How the Other Half Lives* http://www.bartleby.com/208/. Go to "Contents" and look at: Chapter I. Genesis of the Tenements; Chapter XXIV. What Has Been Done; Chapter XXV. How the Case Stands.
4. (skim) Howard, Ebenezer. “Author’s Introduction” and “The Town-Country Magnet” in The City Reader, eds. by LeGates and Stout.

Discussion Questions
· What is the usefulness of planning utopias?

· How do we understand the ‘dark side’ of modernist planning?

Optional Readings
1. Melosi, Martin. 2008. The Sanitary City, University of Pittsburgh Press. Chapters 6 & 7, 71-96.
2. Le Corbusier, 1929. “A Contemporary City,” in The City Reader, 2nd edition. (1996), eds. LeGates and Stout. 336–343.


WEEK 7: NO CLASS


WEEK 8: ZONING AND LAND USE

Readings Due
1. Rodriguez, Akira Drake. 2021. “Introduction” in Diverging Space for Deviants: The Politics of Atlanta’s Public Housing. 1-18.
2. Rothstein, Richard. 2017. “Racial Zoning,” Chapter 3 in The Color of Law: a forgotten history of how our government segregated America, New York: Liveright Publishing Corp. 39-58.
3. Silver, Christopher. “The Racial Origins of Zoning in American Cities.” in Urban Planning and the African American Community: In the Shadows. 1-12.
4. Revell, Keith. 2003. “City Planning versus the Law: Zoning the New Metropolis.” In Building Gotham: Civic Culture and Public Policy in New York City, 1898-1938. 185-
Discussion Questions
· What are the persistent legacies of restrictive covenants, redlining and unfair housing policies?
· How might zoning be helpful? And harmful?

Optional Readings
1. Rosen, Eva. 2020. “Introduction”and “Conclusion” in The Voucher Promise: ‘Section 8’ and the Fate of An American Neighborhood.
2. Ta-Nehisi Coates. “The Case for Reparations.” The Atlantic. https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for- reparations/361631/
3. A 'Forgotten History' Of How The U.S. Government Segregated America. 2017. NPR.
4. Connerly. From Racial Zoning to Community Empowerment: The Interstate Highway System and the African American Community in Birmingham, Alabama. 99-114.

WEEK 9: URBAN RENEWAL

Readings Due
1. Tighe, Rosie & Timothy Opelt. 2014. “Collective Memory and Planning: The Continuing Legacy of Urban Renewal in Asheville, NC”. Journal of Planning History. 1-22.
2. Fullilove, Mindy Thompson. “Chapter 3: Urban Renewal...” and “Chapter 4: ... Means Negro Removal.” in Root Shock: How Tearing Up City Neighborhoods Hurts America, and What We Can Do About It. pp. 52-100.

Discussion Questions
· What is urban renewal?
· What are its effects on communities?
· How do we balance infrastructure projects with local community needs?

Optional Readings
1. van Holstein, Ellen. 2017. “Experiences of Participatory Planning in Contexts of Inequality: A Qualitative Study of Urban Renewal. Projects in Colombia.” Planning Theory and Practice, 19(1):39-57.
2. Hochfelder, David & Douglas Appler. 2020. “Introduction to Special Issue on Urban Renewal in Smaller Cities.” Journal of Planning History, 19(3): 139-143.
3. Pfua, Ann & Stacey Kinlock Sewell. 2020. “Newburgh’s ‘Last Chance’: The Elusive Promise of Urban Renewal in a Small and Divided City.” 19(3):144-163.
4. Bratt, Rachel G., Stone, Michael E., & Hartman, Chester. 2006. “Why a Right to Housing is Needed and Makes Sense: Editors’ Introduction.”


WEEK 10: PLANNING FOR DIFFERENCE

Readings Due
1. Davidoff, Paul. 1965. “Advocacy and Pluralism in Planning.” Journal of the American Institute of Planners. 421-432.
2. Yiftachel, Oren. 1998. “Planning and Social Control: Exploring the Dark Side.” Journal of Planning Literature. 395-404.
3. Flyvbjerg, Bent. “Rationality and Power.” In Readings in Planning Theory, 2nd edition. Eds. Campbell and Fainstein, 318-332.
4. Sandercock, Leonie. 2000. “Negotiating Fear and Desire: The Future of Planning in Multicultural Societies.” Urban Forum 11(2): 201-211.

Discussion Questions
· How did advocacy planning signal a shift in the value of expert v. non-expert knowledge in planning practice?
· What role does power play in planning processes?
· What is the relationship between power, knowledge, and politics?

· Who (should) speak for the community?

Optional Readings
1. Watson, Vanessa. 2014. “Co-production and collaboration in planning- The difference.”
Planning theory and practice 15(1): 62-76.


WEEK 11: PLANNING PROCESSES V. OUTCOMES

Readings Due
1. Healey, Patsy. “The Planning Project” in Making Better Places: The Planning Project in the Twenty-First Century. 1-22.
2. Tewdwr-Jones, M. & P. Allmendinger. 1998. “Deconstructing Communicative Rationality: A Critique of Habermasian Collaborative Planning.” Environment and Planning A 30: 1975-1989.
3. Kemp, Adriana, Henrik Lebuhn, & Galia Rattner. 2015. “Between Neoliberal Governance and the Right to the City: Participatory politics in Berlin and Tel Aviv.” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research. 39(4): 704-725.
4. Christensen, Karen S. 2015. “Both Process and Outcome are Essential to Planning.”
Journal of Planning Education and Research, 35(2):188-198.

Discussion Questions
· How do we balance an emphasis on process versus outcomes? Why is this important?
· How does we development inclusive planning practices?
· What are the opportunities and limitations of participatory planning processes?

Optional Readings
1. Thomas, June Manning. 2016. “The Minority Race Planner in the Quest for a Just City.” in Readings in Planning Theory. eds. Fainstein and DeFilippis.
2. Mullahey, Ramona, Yve Susskind, and Barry Checkoway. “Youth Participation in Community Planning.” PAS Report, Journal of the American Planning Association.
3. Rivera, Lirio Gutiérrez. 2020. “A Safer Housing Agenda for Women: Local Urban Planning Knowledge and Women’s Grassroots Movements in Medellín, Colombia. International Journal of Urban And Regional Research: Intervention. 1-9.


WEEK 12: RIGHT TO THE CITY

Readings Due
1. Mitchell, Don. 2017. “People’s Park again: on the end and ends of public space.”
Environment and Planning A. 49(3): 503-518.

2. Fawaz, Mona. 2013. Towards the right to the city in informal settlements. In Locating Right to the City in the Global South. Routledge. 35-52.
3. Stein, Samuel. 2019. Capital City: Gentrification and the Real Estate State, Brooklyn, NY: Verso Press, 13-40.
4. Harvey, David. 2012. Rebel cities: From the right to the city to the urban revolution.

Discussion Questions
· How do we balance an emphasis on process versus outcomes? Why is this important?
· How does we development inclusive planning practices?
· What are the opportunities and limitations of participatory planning processes?

Optional Readings
1. Mexico City’s Right to the City Charter: https://www.uclg- cisdp.org/sites/default/files/Mexico_Charter_R2C_2010.pdf
2. Right to the City Alliance: https://righttothecity.org/
3. Dikeç, Mustafa. 2001. Justice and the Spatial Imagination. Environment and Planning A: Society and Space. 33: 1785-1805.
4. Soja, Edward. 2010. “On the Production of Unjust Geographies” In Seeking Spatial Justice. University of Minnesota Press.
5. Maricato, Erminia, Translated Bruno G Lobo, and Karina Leitão. “Fighting for Just Cities in Capitalism’s Periphery.” In Searching for the Just City : Debates in Urban Theory and Practice, 194–213. London ; New York: Routledge, 2009.
6. Steil, Justin, and James Connolly. “Can the Just City Be Built from Below?” In Searching for the Just City : Debates in Urban Theory and Practice, 173–93. London ; New York: Routledge, 2009


WEEK 13: LAND, TERRITORY, AND SOVEREIGNTY

Readings Due
1. Zargocin, Martina & Caretta, Angela. 2021. “Cuerpo-Territorio: A Decolonial Feminist Geographical Method for the Study of Embodiment.”
2. Kang, Jay Caspian. 2021. “Want to Solve the Housing Crisis? Take Over Hotels.” The New York Times- Opinion. August 19.
3. Watson, Vanessa. 2009. “The planned city sweeps the poor away...: Urban Planning and 21st century urbanisation.” Progress in Planning 72: 151-193.
4. Wright, Willie Jamaal. “As Above, So Below: Anti-Black Violence as Environmental Racism.” Antipode, 53(3): 791-809.

Discussion Questions
· What concepts around land are important for planning?
· Why would the body be tied to the land?
· How do different cultures and groups of people conceptualize their relationship to the land?

· How do we understand rights in relationship to citizenship and (spatial) justice in urban spaces?

Optional Readings
1. Roy, Ananya. 2006 “Praxis in the Time of Empire.” Planning Theory. 5(1)7-29.
2. Roy, Ananya. 2005. “Urban Informality: Toward an Epistemology of Planning.” 71(2):147-158.
3. Meth, Paula. 2010. “Unsettling Insurgency: Reflections on Women’s Insurgent Practices in South Africa.” Planning Theory and Practice 11(2): 241-263.
4. Yiftachel, Oren. 2009. “Theoretical Notes on Gray Cities: The Coming of Urban Apartheid? Planning Theory, 8(1): 88-100.


WEEK 14: PLANNING AMIDST CRISES

Readings Due
1. Swyngedouw, Erik. “Apocalypse Forever?” Theory, Culture & Society 27, no. 2–3 (March 1, 2010): 213–32.
2. Madden, D. J. (2021). Disaster Urbanization: The City Between Crisis and Calamity.
Sociologica, 15(1), 91–108.
3. Goh, Kian. “Planning the Green New Deal: Climate Justice and the Politics of Sites and Scales.” Journal of the American Planning Association 86, no. 2 (2020): 188–195.
4. Sheryl Simpson et al. 2020. Planning Beyond Mass Incarceration. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0739456X20915505

Discussion Questions
· How might some of the frameworks discussed in previous classes help us to think about how to plan amidst crises?
· What more do we need to think about in planning?

Optional Readings
1. Jacobs, Fayola. 2019. “Black feminism and radical planning: New directions for disaster planning research.” Planning Theory, 18(1), 24–39.
2. Vale, L. (2013). The politics of resilient cities: Whose resilience and whose city? Building Research & Information, 1-11.
3. Calvino, Italo. “Cities and Memory.” “Cities and Desire.” In Invisible Cities. 8-9.

WEEK 15: PLANNING FUTURITIES: OCCUPANY, INSURGENT, INDIGENOUS, PLURIVERSAL, AND ABOLITIONIST PLANNING
Readings Due
1. Solomon Benjamin, “Occupancy Urbanism: Radicalizing Politics and Economy beyond Policy and Programs: Debates and Developments,” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 32, no. 3 (September 2008): 719–729.
2. Faranak Miraftab. 2009. “Insurgent Planning: Situating Radical Planning in the Global South” Planning Theory 8:1, 32-50.
3. Summers BT and Fields D. 2024. Speculative Urban Worldmaking: Meeting Financial Violence with a Politics of Collective Care. Antipode 56(3): 821–840.
4. Associate Professor, Laura Harjo Presenting Spiral to the Stars: Tools of Mvskoke Futurity. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTha8HFp-Ok
5. Jemisin, N.K. “The City Born Great.” In How Long ‘Til Black Future Month? 14-33.

Discussion Questions
· What are the opportunities and limitations of each of these frameworks?
· What do they have in common and how do they differ? What underlying assumptions do they each make?

Optional Readings
1. Melissa García-Lamarca. 2017. “From Occupying Plazas to Recuperating Housing: Insurgent Practices in Spain.” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 41 (1):37–53.
2. Vasudevan, Raksha & Magdalena Novoa. 2021. “Pluriversal Planning Scholarship: Embracing Multiplicity and Situated Knowledges in Community-Based Approaches.” Planning Theory. 1-24.
3. Harjo, Laura. 2019. Spiral to the Stars: Mvskoke Tools of Futurity.
4. Figueroa, Yomaira C. 2015. “Reparation as transformation: Radical literary (re)imaginings of futurities through decolonial love.” Decolonization: Indigeneity, Education & Society. 4(1):41-58.
5. Koh, Annette. “The Right to the City: Urbanism, Planning and Cities in Science Fiction and Fantasy.” 2018. https://www.thebooksmugglers.com/2018/10/the-right-to-thecity- urbanism-planning-and-cities-in-science-fiction-andfantasy.html
6. Taylor, Keeanga-Yamahtta. 2021. “Another Buffalo is Possible.” https://www.newyorker.com/news/the-politicalscene/another-buffalo-is-possible

Brightspace
All announcements, resources, and assignments will be delivered through the Brightspace site. I may modify assignments, rubrics, due dates, and other aspects of the course as we go

through the term with advance notice provided as soon as possible through the course website. Brightspace will reflect the latest information so be sure to check back as frequently as possible.


Academic Integrity
Academic integrity is a vital component of Wagner and NYU. All students enrolled in this class are required to read and abide by Wagner’s Academic Code. All Wagner students have already read and signed the Wagner Academic Oath. Plagiarism of any form will not be tolerated and students in this class are expected to report violations to me. If any student in this class is unsure about what is expected of you and how to abide by the academic code, you should consult with me.

Henry and Lucy Moses Center for Student Accessibility
Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please visit the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (CSD) website and click the “Get Started” button. You can also call or email CSD (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are strongly advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance.

NYU’s Calendar Policy on Religious Holidays
NYU’s Calendar Policy on Religious Holidays states that members of any religious group may, without penalty, absent themselves from classes when required in compliance with their religious obligations. You must notify me in advance of religious holidays or observances that might coincide with exams, assignments, or class times to schedule mutually acceptable alternatives. Students may also contact religiousaccommodations@nyu.edu for assistance.
NYU’s Wellness Exchange
NYU’s Wellness Exchange has extensive student health and mental health resources. A private hotline (212-443-9999) is available 24/7 that connects students with a professional who can help them address day-to-day challenges as well as other health-related concerns.

Class Policies
Please do not use AI or Chat GPT for any of your written responses. It is very evident when a student has not done their own analysis, mainly because I will be looking for ways that you tie in your personal experiences into processing the material. If I suspect that you have used AI to formulate your responses, you will receive a zero. It is more important to me that you take time to process your material and I am rarely looking for any ‘right’ answer.

At certain times throughout the class, computers will be allowed for you to follow along material that is being presented, to take notes, or to do group work. Computers have to be shut down when your peers or guest speakers are presenting so that you can give them your full attention. I reserve the right to tell you to put your computer away for the remainder of class if I feel like you are using it inappropriately. Please do not use phones except during explicit break times.

Attendance is expected at all classes. Missing one day in the semester will be accepted but any more will have a significant effect on your grade, unless you have received permission due to extenuating circumstances.
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