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PADM-GP 2875
Estimating Impacts in Policy Research
Spring 2025

Instructor Information
Kaitlyn O’Hagan (Email: koh210@nyu.edu)
Office Hours: By appointment. Office hours are on zoom.
Many thanks to Jan Blustein who created many of the materials used in this course, including some lecture slides and assignments.

Course Information
Class Meeting Times: Wednesdays, 1/21– 5/6, 4:55 PM - 6:35 PM Class Location: 105 East 17 St. Room 112

Course Prerequisites
Prior coursework:
· Statistical Data Analysis: Multiple Regression (PADM-GP 2902)
· Program Analysis and Evaluation (PADM-GP 2171) or instructor’s permission

Skill prerequisites:
· Stata is used extensively in this course, and I assume that you are familiar with basic data analysis using that software. If you are not, see the Stata section of the syllabus.
· I also assume that you are capable with algebra at the pre-calculus level, are comfortable with algebraic notation, and understand the concept of a function.

Course and Learning Objectives
This advanced course is offered for students who want to work as policy analysts in the not-for- profit or governmental sectors.

Your goals in this course should be to:
· extend your familiarity with methodologic issues in policy research, including sampling, study designs, and analytic approaches.
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· enrich your professional vocabulary, drawing from the language of program evaluation and econometrics.
· improve your skills in reading, understanding, and reporting on journal articles. You’ll learn to interpret tables and findings and weigh the strengths and weaknesses of research reports.
· get hands-on experience analyzing and presenting data, including managing datasets, selecting appropriate analyses, interpreting computer output, and presenting your findings in writing and tables.

In other words, you should aim to become more confident and competent with the skills that are required of junior policy analysts.

Textbook & Readings
We will use excerpts of Nick Huntington-Klein’s The Effect which is available electronically. It includes example Stata code throughout the readings, which is one reason it can be very helpful. Other course readings—most journal articles or specific chapters of other textbooks—will be posted on the course Brightspace at least one week before class.

Note: Knowing how to find and access social science research published in journals is an important “administrative” skill related to research. Accessing a link to a journal article from an NYU network (including when you’re on the VPN) almost always allows you to read/download the full article, you can also use the library’s “Search by citation” tool.

Articles used in the course are taken from journals representing an array of sectors and disciplines. There is great variation in emphasis, presentation, and statistical approaches. Some articles are dense and complex and may take hours to digest. You should keep at it, because reading journal articles is a skill that you can only learn by doing. Some papers are “oldies-but- goodies”--don’t worry that the research findings may be obsolete. Your goal is to learn to read quantitative research and think critically. During class, we will discuss the required readings in depth. For the final exam, you will be expected to understand the gist of all required articles.

I will only require 1-3 readings per week (usually 1-2 textbook reading and 1-2 journal articles), but I will try to include supplementary readings for lectures that may be helpful in better understanding complex topics. Students interested in further reading on any topic we cover—or examples of research designs used in their policy areas of interest—are welcome to email me!

Stata
You will need access to Stata during class time and outside of class. Some of the assignments require it (including the final exam), and we will have two “labs” during our weekly class using Stata. Information about buying Stata can be found here: https://www.stata.com/order/new/edu/profplus/student-pricing/. Stata BE (cheapest version) is fine.

Alternatively, you may try to use NYU's free Virtual Computer Lab (VCL), via NYU login:

https://www.nyu.edu/life/information-technology/teaching-and-learning-services/instructional- tools/virtual-computer-lab.html
Options for getting Stata help are:
(a) through the consultants at NYU Quantitative Data Services at Bobst
· They have a robust page of resources related to Stata: https://guides.nyu.edu/stata
(b) asking a fellow student. You’re welcome to work together on assignments, though each of you must do your own Stata runs (create your own code) and write your own papers.
(c) Emailing me. Please always include a PDF or photo of the code you’re working on (not a .smcl file) and the error you’ve received. Please make a good-faith effort to resolve coding errors before emailing me (this means spending at least 15 minutes carefully reviewing all lines of code; clearing your session and starting fresh before running each line of code one at a time; and googling the problem to determine if you can fix it yourself).

Brightspace Course Website
Our Brightspace site will house many files, including the syllabus, PowerPoints for each lecture, assignments, datasets, article links, and other course documents. PowerPoints for each lecture will be posted after each class. Brightspace will also be used to broadcast urgent matters such as assignment changes and class cancellations, so please check your NYU email regularly.

Grading
Course grades will be based on:

1. Assignment 1: (15%) – MEMO - Medicare costs and supplemental insurance
2. Assignment 2: (5%) – QUIZ - Estimating impacts with dichotomous data
3. Assignment 3: (15%) – MEMO - TBD
4. Assignment 4: (15%) – 5 minute “11 points” presentation during second to last class, 4/23
5. Final Exam: (30%)
6. Class preparation: (10%) – Completion of nine non-graded assignments
· There are ten total non-graded assignments; you will not be penalized for missing one. These are only “graded” for completion.
7. Class participation: (10%) – Attendance at and participation in class Letter grades will be assigned for the course as follows:
	A
	>93
	4.0

	A-
	>90
	3.7

	B+
	>87
	3.3

	B
	>83
	3.0

	B-
	>80
	2.7

	C+
	>77
	2.3

	C
	>73
	2.0

	C-
	>70
	1.7

	F
	<70
	0.0



[bookmark: _GoBack]Academic Integrity
Academic integrity is a vital component of Wagner and NYU. All students enrolled in this class are required to read and abide by Wagner’s Academic Code. All Wagner students have already read and signed the Wagner Academic Oath. Plagiarism of any form will not be tolerated and students in this class are expected to report violations to me. If any student in this class is unsure about what is expected of you and how to abide by the academic code, you should consult with me.

Henry and Lucy Moses Center for Student Accessibility
Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please visit the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (CSD) website and click the “Get Started” button. You can also call or email CSD (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are strongly advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance.

NYU’s Calendar Policy on Religious Holidays
NYU’s Calendar Policy on Religious Holidays states that members of any religious group may, without penalty, absent themselves from classes when required in compliance with their religious obligations. You must notify me in advance of religious holidays or observances that might coincide with exams, assignments, or class times to schedule mutually acceptable alternatives. Students may also contact religiousaccommodations@nyu.edu for assistance.
NYU’s Wellness Exchange
NYU’s Wellness Exchange has extensive student health and mental health resources. A private hotline (212-443-9999) is available 24/7 that connects students with a professional who can help them address day-to-day challenges as well as other health-related concerns.

Use of AI Tools
Generative AI tools may be employed for troubleshooting Stata coding errors, or generating example Stata code. However, the use of AI for generating drafts of text is strictly forbidden. Any other instances of AI assistance must be clearly cited along with the corresponding prompts. More thoughts on AI: https://www.oneusefulthing.org/p/15-times-to-use-ai-and-5-not-to

Course Schedule

	#
	Date
	Topic
	Readings
DUE BEFORE CLASS
	Assignments
DUE BEFORE CLASS

	1
	1/22
	A framework for estimating impacts
	Syllabus

The Effect Ch. 1
	

	2
	1/29
	Validity in social research
	What do Workplace Wellness Programs do? Evidence from the Illinois Workplace Wellness
Study
	Class 2 NG Assignment

	3
	2/5
	“Holding constant,” “controlling for,” “conditioning on observables”
	The Effect Ch. 13.1, 13.2

Medicaid Costs and birth outcomes: The Effect of prenatal WIC participation and the use
of prenatal care
	Class 3 NG Assignment

	4
	2/12
	In-class lab
	Review Stata Materials

Review Assignment 1
	Class 4 NG Assignment

	5
	2/19
	Dichotomous outcomes, non- linear functions & heterogeneous treatment
effects
	The Effect Ch. 13.2
	Class 5 NG Assignment

	6
	2/26
	Heterogeneous treatment effects, continued: interaction terms
	Preschool and school readiness of children of immigrants
	Assignment 1 (Memo)
Class 6 NG Assignment

	7
	3/5
	Panel data
	The Effect Ch. 16.1, 16.2

Impact of texting laws on motor vehicular facilities in the United States

Effects of participation in the WIC program on birth weight: Evidence from the National Longitudinal
Survey of Youth
	Assignment 2 (Quiz)

Class 7 NG Assignment

	8
	3/12
	Difference-in-differences (DID)
	The Effect Ch. 18

The Pass‐Through of a Tax on Sugar‐ Sweetened Beverages in Boulder, Colorado

Is a name change a game change? The impact of college-to-
university conversions
	Class 8 NG Assignment



	#
	Date
	Topic
	Readings
DUE BEFORE CLASS
	Assignments
DUE BEFORE CLASS

	9
	3/19
	In-class lab (panel data/DID)
	Review Assignment 3
	

	
	3/26
	NO CLASS – Spring Break
	
	

	10
	4/2
	Regression Discontinuity (RD)
	The Effect Ch. 20.1, 20.2

The impact of the Texas top ten percent law on college enrollment: A regression discontinuity approach

Incentives, selection, and teacher performance:
Evidence from IMPACT
	Assignment 3 (Memo)

Class 10 NG Assignment

	11
	4/9
	Instrumental Variables (IV)
	The Effect Ch. 19.1, 19.2

Causal effects of foster care: An instrumental
variables approach
	Class 11 NG Assignment

	12
	4/16
	Randomized experiments/ Randomized Control Trials (RCTs)
	Moving to Opportunity: an Experimental Study of
Neighborhood Effects on Mental Health
	Class 12 NG Assignment

	13
	4/23
	Assignment 4 Presentations & Review
	
	Assignment 4 (Presentation)

	14
	4/30
	FINAL EXAM (IN PERSON)
	
	Take-home component of final exam


NG = Non-graded assignment
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