[image: NYU Wagner logo ]
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Topics in Urban Studies

Infrastructure in Action:
New York City’s Libraries, Streets and Parks

Spring 2025

[bookmark: Instructor_Information]Instructor Information
· Iris Weinshall – Chief Operating Officer & Treasurer, The New York Public Library & Former Commissioner of NYC Department of Transportation
· Email: irisweinshall@nypl.org
· David Woloch - Former Executive VP of External Affairs, Brooklyn Public Library & Former Deputy Commissioner of NYC Department of Transportation
· Email: wolochdavid@gmail.com // david.woloch@nyu.edu
· Office Hours: By appointment via Alaina Pepitone [alainapepitone@nypl.org]

[bookmark: Course_Information]Course Information
· Class Meeting Times: Tuesdays, January 21 - March 4, 2025 (6:45 - 8:45 pm)
· Class Location: 105 East 17th Street, Room 123

[bookmark: Course_Description]Course Description
This course will explore the public realm in New York City -- with a focus on libraries, parks and streets. It will consider how these components of our infrastructure were first built and how we maintain, manage and, in particular, share these spaces today. The course will look at how the City and other stakeholders balance competing demands, how conflicts over access to these public places have been resolved, and what larger issues are at play in these dialogues. Issues covered will include the competition over limited curb space, controversial park and library development, and tensions around public programs that take place in libraries such as drag queen story hour. The course will include readings, case studies, site visits in the field, panel discussions, and guest lectures from practitioners.


[bookmark: Overview_of_the_Semester]Overview of the Semester
· Week 1: Libraries (Part I)
· Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2025
· Topic: The Carnegie Legacy and the Shaping of New York City’s Libraries

· Week 2: Libraries (Part II)
· Date: Tuesday, January 28, 2025
· Topic: New Library Development - Opportunities and Challenges

· Week 3: Streets (Part I)
· Date: Tuesday, February 4, 2025
· Topic: Robert Moses, Jane Jacobs and Building NYC’s Road System
· Assignment #1 due (25% of final grade)

· [Optional] Tour of Sunset Park Library - Thursday, February 6, 2025 (6-7 PM)

· Week 4: Streets (Part II)
· Date: Tuesday, February 11, 2025
· Topic: How We Share Our Streets

[No class on February 18 - enjoy the break!]

· Week 5: Parks (Part I)
· Date: Tuesday, February 25, 2025
· Topic: New York City Parks - Evolution and Expansion
· Assignment #2 due (25% of final grade)

· [Optional] Tour of Traffic Management Center - Thursday, February 27, 2025 (6:30 - 7:30 PM)

· Week 6: Parks (Part II)
· Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025
· Topic: New York City Parks - Partnerships and Equity
· Final Assignment due March 18 (40% of final grade)



[bookmark: Required_Readings]Required Readings
· See “Detailed Course Overview” for reading assignments
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[bookmark: Assignments_and_Evaluation]Assignments and Evaluation
· Session papers – 2 at 25% each, 50% of total grade
· Final paper – 40% of total grade
· Class participation - 10% of total grade

[bookmark: Late_Submission_Policy_for_Assignments]Late Submission Policy for Assignments
Extensions can be granted on a case-by-case basis, and certainly in case of emergency. Please reach out to us in case you need an extension on an assignment. Late submissions without extensions will be penalized 20% per 24-hour period.

Letter grades for the entire course will be assigned as follows:

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Letter Grade
	Points

	A
	4.0 points

	A-
	3.7 points

	B+
	3.3 points

	B
	3.0 points

	B-
	2.7 points

	C+
	2.3 points

	C
	2.0 points

	C-
	1.7 points

	F
	0.0 points



[bookmark: Student_grades_will_be_assigned_accordin]Student grades will be assigned according to the following criteria:

· (A) Excellent: Exceptional work for a graduate student. Work at this level is unusually thorough, well-reasoned, creative, methodologically sophisticated, and well-written. Work is of exceptional, professional quality.

· (A-) Very good: Very strong work for a graduate student. Work at this level shows creativity, is thorough and well-reasoned, indicates a strong understanding of appropriate methodological or analytical approaches, and meets professional standards.

· (B+) Good: Sound work for a graduate student; well-reasoned and thorough, methodologically sound. This is the graduate student grade that indicates the student has fully accomplished the basic objectives of the course.

· (B) Adequate: Competent work for a graduate student even though some weaknesses are evident. Demonstrates competency in the key course objectives but shows some indication that understanding of some important issues is less than complete. Methodological or analytical approaches used are adequate, but the student has not been thorough or has shown other weaknesses or limitations.

· (B-) Borderline: Weak work for a graduate student; meets the minimal expectations for a graduate student in the course. Understanding of salient issues is somewhat incomplete. Methodological or analytical work performed in the course is minimally adequate. Overall performance, if consistent in graduate courses, would not suffice to sustain graduate status in “good standing.”

· (C/-/+) Deficient: Inadequate work for a graduate student; does not meet the minimal expectations for a graduate student in the course. Work is inadequately developed or flawed by numerous errors and misunderstandings of important issues. Methodological or analytical work performed is weak and fails to demonstrate the knowledge or technical competence expected of graduate students.

· (F) Fail: Work fails to meet even minimal expectations for course credit for a graduate student. Performance has been consistently weak in methodology and understanding, with serious limits in many areas. Weaknesses or limits are pervasive.



[bookmark: Detailed_Course_Overview]Detailed Course Overview

[bookmark: WEEK_1:_The_Carnegie_Legacy_and_the_Shap]WEEK 1: The Carnegie Legacy and the Shaping of New York City’s Libraries

[bookmark: Required_Reading_for_Week_1_Discussion:]Required Reading for Week 1 Discussion:
· Andrew Carnegie, David Nasaw (pp. 41-45, 354-356, 588-592)

· The Architecture of Literacy: The Carnegie Libraries of New York City, Mary B. Dierickx (pp 21 - 47 (Overview))

· Palaces for the People, Eric Klinenberg (Chapter 1)

· A Beautiful Branch, The New Yorker, June 2, 2013

· Protesters Swarm NYC Library hosting Drag Queen Story Hour for Kids, NBC, December 19, 2022

Format: Lecture

[bookmark: WEEK_2:_New_Library_Development_-_Opport]WEEK 2: New Library Development - Opportunities and Challenges

[bookmark: Required_Reading_for_Week_2_Discussion:]Required Reading for Week 2 Discussion:

· Local Councilman Not Sold on Brooklyn Heights Library Redevelopment, Politico, July 19, 2015

· Brooklyn Navigates the Condofication of the Public Library, Next City, November 17, 2016

· As New York Weighs Library Cuts, Three New Branches Show Their Value, The New York Times, March 13, 2023

· Branches to Recovery: Tapping the Power of NYC’s Public Libraries to Rebuild a More Equitable City, Center for an Urban Future report

· A Dysfunctional Dance: How New York City Budgets for Public Libraries, Vital City, September 18, 2024

Format: Lecture + Panel Discussion w/ Featured Guest Speakers:
· Jonathan Bowles (Executive Director, Center for an Urban Future)
· Carol Loewenson (Partner, Mitchell Giurgola)

Post-Session Assignment:
3-5 page paper due February 4 (25% of grade).

[bookmark: WEEK_3:_Robert_Moses,_Jane_Jacobs_and_Bu]WEEK 3: Robert Moses, Jane Jacobs and Building NYC’s Road System

[bookmark: Required_Reading_for_Week_3_Discussion:]Required Reading for Week 3 Discussion:

· City on the Grid, How New York Became New York, Gerard Koeppel (Chapters 6-8)

· The Power Broker, Robert Caro (Chapters 36, 37, and 38); and optional: 99 Percent Invisible, The Power Broker Episode 9

· The Death and Life of Great American Cities, Jane Jacobs, Chapter 18

· Paradise Bronx: The Borough’s History has Always Been Shaped by Its In-between- ness, The New Yorker, July 22nd, 2024

Format: Lecture

[bookmark: WEEK_4:_How_We_Share_Our_Streets]WEEK 4: How We Share Our Streets

[bookmark: Required_Reading_for_Week_4_Discussion:]Required Reading for Week 4 Discussion:

· Paved Paradise, How Parking Explains the World, Henry Grabar (Chapters 3, 9,14 & 15)

· NYC Streets Plan, DOT 2021 report

· The Daily Podcast: The Rise and Fall of Congestion Pricing in New York, June 10, 2024

· The New York Times, Street Wars series:
· The Battle for the Streets of New York, May 13, 2024
· Is Curbside Parking an Endangered Species?, May 20, 2024
· One Neighborhood's Bizarre ‘Culture War’ Over Bike Lanes, July 1, 2024
· They Drive for a Living and Say New York Traffic is ‘the Worst Ever’, July 22, 2024
· What Happened to the Bus Lanes New Yorkers were Promised?, August 19, 2024
· N.Y.C.'s Streets Won't Be Like This Forever (for Better or Worse), September 30, 2024
Format: Lecture + Panel Discussion w/ Featured Guest Speaker:
· Joshua Benson (Deputy Commissioner for Traffic Operations, NYC Department of Transportation)

Post-Session Assignment:
3-5 page paper due February 25 (25% of grade).

[bookmark: WEEK_5:_New_York_City_Parks_-_Evolution_]WEEK 5: New York City Parks - Evolution and Expansion

[bookmark: Required_Reading_for_Week_5_Discussion:]Required Reading for Week 5 Discussion:

· A Clearing in the Distance: Frederick Law Olmsted and America in the 19th Century, Witold Rybczynski (Chapters TK)

· The Power Broker, Robert Caro (Chapters 18, 19 & 20)

· Parks and An Equitable Recovery, Trust for Public Land, May 27, 2021

· Palaces for the People, Eric Klinenberg (Chapter 4)

Format: Lecture


[bookmark: WEEK_6:_New_York_City_Parks_-_Partnershi]WEEK 6: New York City Parks - Partnerships and Equity

[bookmark: Readings_Due:]Readings Due:

· How the High Line Changed NYC, Gothamist, July 24, 2024 (Excerpts from WNYC “All of It” by Alison Stewart - “The High Line Celebrates 15th Anniversary,” July 22, 2024)

· A Guide to Brooklyn Bridge Park Controversies as Told in Ten Years of Brownstoner Headlines, Brownstoner, October 20, 2015

· In Brooklyn Bridge Park Conflict, Neighbors See Trouble. Players See Intolerance, The New York Times, June 20, 2016

· Parks and Partnerships in New York City (A): Adrian Benepe’s Challenges, Kennedy School Case Study

· Parks and Partnerships in New York City (B): The Spectrum of Engagement, Kennedy School Case Study

Format: Lecture + Panel Discussion w/ Featured Guest Speakers:
· Adrian Benepe (Former Commissioner, NYC Department of Parks & Recreation)
· Sue Donoghue (Commissioner, NYC Department of Parks & Recreation)
· Morgan Monaco (President, Prospect Park Alliance)

Final | Post-Session Assignment:
5-7 page paper due March 18 (40% of grade).


[bookmark: Brightspace]Brightspace
All announcements, resources, and assignments will be delivered through the Brightspace site. We may modify assignments, due dates, and other aspects of the course as we go through the term, with advance notice provided as soon as possible through the course website.

[bookmark: Academic_Integrity]Academic Integrity
Academic integrity is a vital component of Wagner and NYU. All students enrolled in this class are required to read and abide by Wagner’s Academic Code. All Wagner students have already read and signed the Wagner Academic Oath. Plagiarism of any form will not be tolerated and students in this class are expected to report violations to me. If any student in this class is unsure about what is expected of you and how to abide by the academic code, you should consult with us.

[bookmark: Henry_and_Lucy_Moses_Center_for_Student_]Henry and Lucy Moses Center for Student Accessibility
Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities. Please visit the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (CSD) website and click the “Get Started” button. You can also call or email CSD (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are strongly advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance.

[bookmark: NYU’s_Calendar_Policy_on_Religious_Holid]NYU’s Calendar Policy on Religious Holidays
NYU’s Calendar Policy on Religious Holidays states that members of any religious group may, without penalty, absent themselves from classes when required in compliance with their religious obligations. Please notify us in advance of religious holidays that might coincide with exams to schedule mutually acceptable alternatives.

[bookmark: NYU’s_Wellness_Exchange]NYU’s Wellness Exchange
NYU’s Wellness Exchange has extensive student health and mental health resources. A private hotline (212-443-9999) is available 24/7 that connects students with a professional who can help them address day-to-day challenges as well as other health-related concerns.
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