
 Part 1: Background and setting the stage 

  

Sept 8             Course overview and introduction to the food system 

 

Goals of today’s class: Discuss syllabus, course, review course assignments.  

Readings: 

USDA. 1955. “More and better foods from today’s paycheck.” Agriculture Information Bulletin 138. 
Posted in classes as: food more and better.pdf 

Documentary: 

Real dirt on Farmer John; stream from Bobst, through Alexander Street. 

  
  

Sept 15           Price linkages in the food system 

 

Goals of today’s class:  Understand the stages of the food system, and how they are food linked by 
prices. Understand the concept of “market failure”, and the role for government intervention in the 
face of market failures.  

Readings: 

Dimitri, C. 2020.  A primer on the food system. Available on NYU classes. 

Canning, P.  2103. ERS Food Dollar Series allows an indepth look at farm level components of the 
food dollar.  Amber Waves.  

Canning, P. 2017. Follow the food dollars. Amber Waves. October.  (this is an infographic) 

Kuhns, A. and R. Volpe. 2014. Food price transmissions from farm to retail. Amber Waves. May.  

Ribaudo, M., Kuchler, F. and Mancino, L., 2008. Market failures: When the invisible hand gets shaky. 
Amber Waves, 6(5), p.34.  Posted in classes as shaky hand.pdf 
  
Stewart, H., Hahn, W., Cessna, J. and Davis, C.G., 2016. Processing and marketing blunt the impact of 
volatile farm prices on retail dairy prices. Amber Waves, p.5.   

 

http://hdl.handle.net/2027/uiug.30112019259651
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2013/july/ers-food-dollar-series-allows-an-indepth-look-at-farm-level-components-of-the-us-food-dollar/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2013/july/ers-food-dollar-series-allows-an-indepth-look-at-farm-level-components-of-the-us-food-dollar/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2017/october/follow-the-food-dollars/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2014/may/food-price-transmissions-from-farm-to-retail/
https://baobab.uc3m.es/baobab/monet/monnet/IMG/pdf/MarketFailures.pdf
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2016/august/processing-and-marketing-blunt-the-impact-of-volatile-farm-prices-on-retail-dairy-prices/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2016/august/processing-and-marketing-blunt-the-impact-of-volatile-farm-prices-on-retail-dairy-prices/


Part 2: The stages of the food system 
  

Sept 22           Farms and farm policy 

 

Goals of today’s class: To understand the basics of the economics farm level production and how 
farm policy supports farm viability. We start by examining long run trends in the farm sector and 
agricultural policy (Dimitri et al, 2004), and then continue by discussing how farmers manage risk. 
If you like this material, I cover this in the Farm Bill class (which I will teach in either Spring or Fall 
2022) 

Articles:  

Dimitri, C., A. Effland, and N. Conklin. 2004. The 20th Century Transformation of U.S. Agriculture and 
Farm Policy.  Posted in classes as dimitri effland conklin.pdf 
  
Blank, S.C. 2018. "The Profit Problem of American Agriculture: What We Have Learned with the 
Perspective of Time." Choices. Quarter 3. Available online:  Posted in classes as blank time.pdf 
  
Effland, A. 2000. US Farm Policy. The first 200 years. Agricultural Outlook.  (read to p 24, stopping 
right before the last paragraph on page 24). (note a direct link is unavailable). Posted in classes as 
200 years ag policy.pdf  
  
Sciabarrasi, M. undated. The Big Five Risks Faced by Farmers. Posted in classes as The Big Five 
Risks Faced by Farmers.pdf  

Whitt, C. and J. Todd. 2020. Family farm households benefit from working off the farm. Amber 
Waves.  March 2.  

Videos: 

A tough year for wheat farmers: Financial, emotional challenges mounting:  

NPR.  2019. Wisconsin dairy farmers are struggling to stay afloat.  

Off-farm income. 2017.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.ers.usda.gov/webdocs/publications/44197/13566_eib3_1_.pdf?v=0
https://www.ers.usda.gov/webdocs/publications/44197/13566_eib3_1_.pdf?v=0
https://www.ers.usda.gov/webdocs/publications/44197/13566_eib3_1_.pdf?v=0
https://www.ers.usda.gov/webdocs/publications/44197/13566_eib3_1_.pdf?v=0
http://www.choicesmagazine.org/choices-magazine/submitted-articles/the-profit-problem-of-american-agriculture-what-we-have-learned-with-the-perspective-of-time
http://www.choicesmagazine.org/choices-magazine/submitted-articles/the-profit-problem-of-american-agriculture-what-we-have-learned-with-the-perspective-of-time
https://nevegetable.org/big-five-risks-faced-farmers
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2020/march/family-farm-households-reap-benefits-in-working-off-the-farm/
https://www.agweek.com/business/agriculture/4660836-tough-year-wheat-farmers-financial-emotional-challenges-mounting
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIRw2VVKlK4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwi9d-FCr_c


Sept 29           Intermediaries in the food system 

 

Goals of class: To understand how different types of agricultural products move through the supply 
chain. We study how handlers, or intermediaries, buy from farmers and transform food, which they 
sell to retailers and consumers.  

Readings: 

Hamilton, S., 2003. The economies and conveniences of modern-day living: Frozen foods and mass 
marketing, 1945-1965. Business history review, pp.33-60. Posted in classes as frozen foods.pdf 
  

Dimitri, C. 2020. Food handling and market channels: moving products along the supply chain. 
Posted in classes.  

Lee, C.H. and Schluter, G.E., 2002. Why do food manufacturers introduce new products?. Journal of 
Food Distribution Research, 33(856-2016-56585), pp.102-111.  In classes as new products.pdf 
  
ERS USDA. 2020. New Products 

Videos:  

Cheerios. 2014. From Oats to O's. 

Superfreshgrowers. 2013. Touring an apple packing facility 

Oct 6   Food retailing: from corner stores to big box stores 

 

Goals of today’s class: Understand how supermarkets evolved over time in the US, and their 
strategies for maximizing profits.  
 
Readings: 

Stanton, J.L., 2018. A brief history of food retail. British Food Journal. Posted in classes as history 
food retail.pdf 
  
Glanz, K., Bader, M.D. and Iyer, S., 2012. Retail grocery store marketing strategies and obesity: an 
integrative review. American journal of preventive medicine, 42(5), pp.503-512. FOR THIS SECTION, 
READ 505-507, STOPPING AT “DISCUSSION.” Read this article for its excellent description of 
supermarket strategy. Posted in classes as glanz retailing.pdf  
  
Senauer, B. and Seltzer, J.M., 2010. The changing face of food retailing. Choices, 25(316-2016-7508), 
pp.1-5. (skim over the discussion of Porter’s five forces). Posted in classes as face food retail.pdf 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/30041100?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/30041100?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/food-markets-prices/processing-marketing/new-products/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLI3yqNe-4c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAUeQHghUUs
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/choices.25.4.05.pdf


  
Popular media: 
  
Brissette, C. 2018. If you think grocery stores are playing tricks on you, they really are. The 
Washington Post. Jan. 9.  
  
Videos: 

Retail tricks: How stores make you spend more (CBC Marketplace). (around minute 10 they 
deviate from supermarkets for a few minutes, but they get back to them) 

Oct 13 Consumers, food choice, and diet quality 

 
Goals of today’s class: Understand how consumers make food choices.  
 
Dimitri, C. and Rogus, S., 2014. Food choices, food security, and food policy. Journal of International 
Affairs, pp.19-31. Posted in classes as dimitri rogus.pdf 
  
Guthrie, J., Lin, B.H. and Okrent, A., 2013. Americans’ Food Choices at Home and Away: How Do They 
Compare With Recommendations?. Amber Waves: The Economics of Food, Farming, Natural 
Resources, and Rural America.  
  
Zeballos, E., 2020. More Americans Spend More Time in Food-Related Activities Than a Decade Ago. 
Amber Waves: The Economics of Food, Farming, Natural Resources, and Rural America, 
2020(1490-2020-886) 
  

Part 3. External costs in the food system 

  

Oct 20            Market power in the agricultural sector 

 

An important consideration is whether handling firms and food retailers (some of these firms are 
referred to as “big food companies”) have the ability to exert market power. In practice, this means 
paying farmers excessively low prices for the agricultural commodities used to manufacture food, 
or charging buyers excessively high prices for the final products sold.  There are many legal and 
illegal ways of gaining market power, and in the food system, merging and consolidating are the 
most concerning activities. (If you like this material, we cover this in great detail in Food Economics, 
Firm Strategic Behavior, which I will teach in fall 2021). 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/wellness/if-you-think-grocery-stores-are-playing-tricks-on-you-they-really-are/2018/01/05/4c49450a-deb2-11e7-8679-a9728984779c_story.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVplgl3-pRM
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2013/february/americans-food-choices-at-home-and-away/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2013/february/americans-food-choices-at-home-and-away/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2020/april/more-americans-spend-more-time-in-food-related-activities-than-a-decade-ago/


Sexton, R. 2017.  Economic Trade-offs of Agricultural Consolidation. Rich’s lecture is for the first 30 

minutes. Feel free to stop watching when he finishes.  

 
MacDonald, J. 2017. Policy responses. (listen to Jim’s talk, about 28 minutes) 

NOTE: The videos don’t show their screens so you can’t see the data, but the presentations are 
posted (Sexton is session 2 and MacDonald is session 4. I listened and did not look at their 
presentations, but you can decide whether you want to follow their presentations). 

 Accompanying readings  (optional, intended for someone who loves detail; skim the dense parts).  

Saitone, T.L. and Sexton, R.J., 2017. Concentration and consolidation in the US food supply chain: 
The latest evidence and implications for consumers, farmers, and policymakers. Economic Review, 
102, pp.25-59.  

MacDonald, J.M., 2017. Consolidation, concentration, and competition in the food system. Federal 
Reserve Bank of Kansas City, Economic Review Special, (2017), pp.85-105. 
  

Oct 27             Black farmers and agricultural land 

 
Goal of this class: Understand how the numbers of Black farmers declined over time, and 
understand the discriminatory policies of USDA. 
 
Beale, C.L., 1971. Rural-urban migration of blacks: past and future. American Journal of Agricultural 
Economics, 53(2), pp.302-307. Posted in classes as beale.pdf 
  
Gilbert, J., Sharp, G. and Felin, M.S., 2002. The loss and persistence of black-owned farms and 
farmland: A review of the research literature and its implications. Journal of Rural Social Sciences, 
18(2), p.1.  Posted in classes as black owned farms.pdf 
 
Touzeau, L. (2019). “Being stewards of land is our legacy”: Exploring the lived experiences  
of young black farmers. Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development, 8(4), 
45–60.  Posted in classes as stewards of land.pdf 
 
Viña, S.R. and Cowan, T., 2005, December. The Pigford case: USDA settlement of a discrimination 
suit by black farmers. In CRS Report for Congress. Washington, DC: The Library of Congress. Posted 
in classes as pigford cases.pdf 
  

The Atlantic. 2019. How Black Americans Were Robbed of Their Land.  
Podcast: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=236&v=LDKIHJ0jx9k&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7iKBv1HGFA4&feature=emb_logo
https://www.kc.frb.org/publications/research/rscp/rscp-2017
https://www.kc.frb.org/~/media/files/publicat/econrev/econrevarchive/2017/si17saitonesexton.pdf?la=en
https://www.kc.frb.org/~/media/files/publicat/econrev/econrevarchive/2017/si17saitonesexton.pdf?la=en
https://www.kc.frb.org/~/media/files/publicat/econrev/econrevarchive/2017/si17macdonald.pdf?la=en
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/1237447.pdf
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1223&context=jrss
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1223&context=jrss
https://doi.org/10.5304/jafscd.2019.084.007
https://nationalaglawcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/assets/crs/RS20430.pdf
https://nationalaglawcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/assets/crs/RS20430.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ldLiR794DsQ&t=544s


NYTimes, 1619. Episode 5: Land of our fathers.  Part 1 and part 2. (also available on the NY 
Times website: part 1 and part 2). 
 
Nov 3  Food access and diet quality disparities 

  
Goal of class: To understand how food availability and diet quality vary by income and race. 
 
Food access assignment due today. 
  
Articles: 
 
Bell, J., G. Mora, E. Hagan, V. Rubin and A. Karpyn. 2013. Access to healthy food and why it matters. 
The Food Trust and PolicyLink.  
 
Rahkovksy, I. and Y. Jo. 2018. Higher incomes and greater time constraints lead to purchasing more 
convenience foods. Amber Waves. June 27.  

Mancino, L. and J. Guthrie. 2018. Supermarkets, schools, and social gatherings: Where supplemental 
nutrition assistance households acquire their food correlates with nutritional quality. Amber 
Waves, Feb 21.   

Videos: 

NPR. 2018.  Food Deserts in D.C. | Let's Talk |.  

Nov 10 Environmental consequences of agricultural production 
 

Goals of the class: Gain a basic understanding of the environmental degradation that results from 
conventional agriculture focusing on soil and water quality, ecosystem services and biodiversity, 
and climate change. If you are interested in this material, we cover this in greater depth in my 
Organic Food Systems class (which I teach this semester, and again in 2 years). 

Dimitri, C. 2020.  Environmental impacts of agricultural production. 

Howden, M. 2019. UN climate change report: land clearing and farming contribute a third of the 
world’s greenhouse gases.  The Conversation.  

Videos: 

Science for Environment Policy. 2016. Ecosystem services and biodiversity.  

Council of the EU. 2015.  Agriculture and Climate Change. 

https://open.spotify.com/show/7j5MhJCMBvOjF1Asi9LPLX
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/04/podcasts/1619-slavery-sugar-farm-land.html?action=click&module=audio-series-bar&region=header&pgtype=Article
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/11/podcasts/1619-slavery-farm-loan-discrimination.html?action=click&module=audio-series-bar&region=header&pgtype=Article
http://thefoodtrust.org/uploads/media_items/access-to-healthy-food.original.pdf
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2018/june/higher-incomes-and-greater-time-constraints-lead-to-purchasing-more-convenience-foods/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2018/june/higher-incomes-and-greater-time-constraints-lead-to-purchasing-more-convenience-foods/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2018/januaryfebruary/supermarkets-schools-and-social-gatherings-where-supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-and-other-us-households-acquire-their-foods-correlates-with-nutritional-quality/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2018/januaryfebruary/supermarkets-schools-and-social-gatherings-where-supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-and-other-us-households-acquire-their-foods-correlates-with-nutritional-quality/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQeorPkPLmU
http://theconversation.com/un-climate-change-report-land-clearing-and-farming-contribute-a-third-of-the-worlds-greenhouse-gases-121551
http://theconversation.com/un-climate-change-report-land-clearing-and-farming-contribute-a-third-of-the-worlds-greenhouse-gases-121551
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6luBEJfi3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u7e3gtRf9W0


USDA. 2011. Preventing Runoff Into The Mississippi River  

 

 

Part 4. Interventions to address social costs or improve outcomes 

  

Nov 17  Interventions: Using behavioral economics to improve dietary quality  

 
Goal of this class: Develop an understanding of interventions that are aimed at improving the food 
choice of low income families and school children. 
 
Cadario, R. and Chandon, P., 2020. Which healthy eating nudges work best? A meta-analysis of field 
experiments. Marketing Science, 39(3), pp.465-486. Posted in classes as healthy eating nudges.pdf 
  
Mancino, L., Guthrie, J. and Just, D.R., 2018. Overview: Exploring ways to encourage healthier food 
purchases by low-income consumers—Lessons from behavioral economics and marketing. Food 
Policy.  Posted in classes as behavioral econ.pdf 
 
Videos:  

Chandon, P. 2019. Epicurean Nudging – A Triple Win Model | Pierre Chandon | 
TEDxINSEAD.  
 
Just, D. 2018. Nutrition and Health Strategy "Nudges" | Feeding America.  
 
 Price, Joseph and David Just (2014). Lunch, Recess and Nutrition: Responding to Time 
Incentives in the Cafeteria. (video) Article: Preventive Medicine.  Posted in classes as lunch 
recess.pdf (article is optional) 
 
Nov 24           Interventions: farm incubator programs  

 
Goal of this session: Examine whether farm incubators might be able to improve food system 
functioning, as well as a good way to support the development of beginning farmers. 
 
Duncan, S., C.A. Brekken, S. Lurie, R. Fiegener, S. Sherry, and K. Liang. 2018. "Can Regional Food 
Networks and Entrepreneurial Strategies Enhance Food System Resilience?" Choices. Quarter 2.  
  

https://youtu.be/AFtdTnyTUZ0
https://pubsonline.informs.org/doi/pdf/10.1287/mksc.2018.1128?casa_token=TLJ0RxzSgksAAAAA:I5JRQK1Mo1gfd0eqko9D8Ie1kkhW1tWQ4Ph0jxi6DiiZd7j_CTZ0vugHcH6nFEjYG6IpPYI2xA
https://pubsonline.informs.org/doi/pdf/10.1287/mksc.2018.1128?casa_token=TLJ0RxzSgksAAAAA:I5JRQK1Mo1gfd0eqko9D8Ie1kkhW1tWQ4Ph0jxi6DiiZd7j_CTZ0vugHcH6nFEjYG6IpPYI2xA
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2018.03.007
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2018.03.007
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=33&v=rbZoL4SROIc&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=24&v=9HayxGU6KBs&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5Hql47eqMQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5Hql47eqMQ
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0091743514004599?casa_token=iRnZ3-n5dYoAAAAA:YpsN8fQRauDUavjdYSbzVlqIlbITFczwTOS4lbR1zSJCaD37Rgrz38UGr3MwLbHni-hiVNg
http://www.choicesmagazine.org/choices-magazine/theme-articles/the-linkages-between-entrepreneurship-and-sustainable-regional-food-networks/can-regional-food-networks-and-entrepreneurial-strategies-enhance-food-system-resilience
http://www.choicesmagazine.org/choices-magazine/theme-articles/the-linkages-between-entrepreneurship-and-sustainable-regional-food-networks/can-regional-food-networks-and-entrepreneurial-strategies-enhance-food-system-resilience


Liang, K. 2018. "Farm Incubators - Creating Entrepreneurial Relationships to Support Prosperous 
Food Networks." Choices. Quarter 2.  
  
Lelekacs, J.M., O'Sullivan, J., Morris, M. and Creamer, N., 2014. Incubator farms as beginning farmer 
support. Journal of Extension, 52(1).  
  
Smith, K. S., Ostrom, M., McMoran, D. and Carpenter-Boggs, L. (2019) “Connecting New Farmers to 
Place, Agroecology, and Community through a Bilingual Organic Farm Incubator”, Journal of 
Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development, 9(A), pp. 111-124. Posted as organic 
incubator.pdf 
  
  

Dec 1 New technologies  

 
Schahczenski, J., & Schahczenski, C. (2020). View of Blockchain and the Resurrection of Consumer 
Sovereignty in a Sustainable Food Economy. Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community 
Development, 9(3), 79–84. Posted in classes as blockchain.pdf 
  

Langemeier, M. and J. Shockley. 2019. Impact of emerging technology on farm management. 
Choices. 2nd quarter.  

Yeh, C.-H., Lücke, F.-K., & Janssen, J. (2015). View of Bioplastics: Acceptable for the Packaging of 
Organic Food? A Policy Analysi.  Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development, 
6(1), 95-105.  Posted as bioplastics.pdf 

Videos: 

Isabelle Farm. 2015. Isabelle Farm Growing Organic with Precision Irrigation Management 

(https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/know-your-food/id1509083288) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9hRU1Gc3Fag 

Dec 8   Looking ahead and wrapping up course  

Dimitri, C. and Effland, A., 2018. From farming to food systems: the evolution of US 
agricultural production and policy into the 21st century. Renewable Agriculture and Food 
Systems, pp.1-16. Posted in classes as dimitri effland 2018.pdf  
  
Norwood, F.B. 2015. "Understanding the Food Democracy Movement". Choices. Quarter 4. 
Posted in classes as food democracy.pdf  

http://www.choicesmagazine.org/choices-magazine/theme-articles/the-linkages-between-entrepreneurship-and-sustainable-regional-food-networks/farm-incubators---creating-entrepreneurial-relationships-to-support-prosperous-food-networks
http://www.choicesmagazine.org/choices-magazine/theme-articles/the-linkages-between-entrepreneurship-and-sustainable-regional-food-networks/farm-incubators---creating-entrepreneurial-relationships-to-support-prosperous-food-networks
https://www.joe.org/joe/2014february/tt7.php
https://www.joe.org/joe/2014february/tt7.php
https://foodsystemsjournal.org/index.php/fsj/article/view/699
https://foodsystemsjournal.org/index.php/fsj/article/view/699
https://www.foodsystemsjournal.org/index.php/fsj/article/view/824/805
https://www.foodsystemsjournal.org/index.php/fsj/article/view/824/805
https://www.choicesmagazine.org/UserFiles/file/cmsarticle_688.pdf
https://www.foodsystemsjournal.org/index.php/fsj/article/view/399/385
https://www.foodsystemsjournal.org/index.php/fsj/article/view/399/385
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdvfcA96ezw
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/know-your-food/id1509083288
http://choicesmagazine.org/choices-magazine/submitted-articles/understanding-the-food-democracy-movement


  

McFadden, B.R. and S.E. Stefanou. 2016. "Another Perspective on Understanding Food 
Democracy". Choices. Quarter 1. Posted in classes as another food democracy.pdf 
  

  
  

http://www.choicesmagazine.org/choices-magazine/submitted-articles/another-perspective-on-understanding-food-democracy
http://www.choicesmagazine.org/choices-magazine/submitted-articles/another-perspective-on-understanding-food-democracy


Assignments - Food Systems Fall 2020 
 
 
Food access assignment (30 percent) 
 

The food access assignment first asks you to examine your eating patterns, 
which provides insight into your food preferences and the cost of your diet. The 
second part illustrates the guidelines of the federal nutrition benefit program 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, which is the primary form of nutrition 
support for low income individuals.  
 
The assignment is posted in Classes (in the assignment folder, in the resources 
section), and includes all instructions. Prior to beginning your work, I would like 
you to read the guidelines describing the federal nutrition program definition of 
“healthy diet.”  Table ES-1, on page ES-7 (males) and page ES-8 (female), 
outlines the quantities of food categories by age group. Table 1 (page 8) gives 
examples of foods for each category contained in Table ES-1. IMPORTANT: You 
do not need to consider these quantity and nutrition guidelines when doing the 
assignment; I would like you to look over them so that you have a better 
understanding of how USDA suggests people can have a healthy diet on a very 
small budget. 
 
Due: Nov 3. Please upload your work to NYU classes prior to class. We’ll discuss 
your findings during our Nov 3 class on food access.  

 
Final project (35 percent) 
 

See separate description. Posted in classes. Either you will post a recording of 
your final project, give a presentation during class time (we’ll discuss this in 
class), or write an 8-10 page analysis. Work independently or with one other 
person.  
 
Due: By end of semester (Dec 8) or a week or two earlier, depending on whether 
you present to the class.  
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/policy-basics-the-supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-snap
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/usda_food_plans_cost_of_food/TFP2006Report.pdf


Research discussion (25 percent of grade) 
 

For each class meeting, a small group of students (3 humans, with one group of 
4 humans) will develop questions that will guide the class discussion (the 
students will work in consultation with me). Please form your group and sign up 
by Sept 15. Set up a time to chat with me, after you have had a chance to 
complete the readings and talk as a group.  
 
Due: Date varies 
 

Class participation (10 percent of grade) 
 

Please be prepared for each class meeting by: 
 

● Contributing to the discussion of current events related to the food system. 
We’ll spend the first 10 minutes or so of class time discussing what’s 
happening such as farm income is projected to hit a 7 year high in 2020 or 
Whole Foods opened a new store in Brooklyn that is only for online 
shopping. 

● Reading the assigned readings and watching assigned 
documentaries/videos.  

● Listen to recorded lectures prior to the class, for weeks there is a lecture. 
● Be prepared to give feedback and ask questions of your classmates when 

they are giving presentations. 
● Participate in class discussions. 
● If you are not going to be in class, please let me know in advance. 
● If you want to switch from remote to in-person, or from in-person to 

remote, please let me know.  
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17H3UsQXoa1pu9CkXwcvS387rK3YWZW1TYQtWMex7ud4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.agriculture.com/news/business/farm-income-to-hit-7-year-high-thanks-to-record-setting-federal-aid
https://www.businessinsider.com/amazons-whole-foods-opens-online-only-store-photos-2020-9

