
 

 
 

 

PADM-GP 2204: Development Assistance, Accountability and Aid Effectiveness 
 

Spring 2024 

Instructor Information 

• John Gershman 

o Office Address: Puck Building, 3018  

o Phone: 212-992-9888 

o Email: john.gershman@nyu.edu 

o Office Hours: Mondays, 5:00-7:00 pm and by appointment (in-person or virtual) 

• Paul Smoke 

o Office Address: Puck Building, 3052 

o Phone: 212-998-7497 

o Email: paul.smoke@nyu.edu 

o Office Hours: Tuesdays, 3:00- 5:00 pm and by appointment (in-person or virtual) 

Course Information 

• Class Meeting Times: Selected Fridays, 9 am – 1:00 pm 

(January 26; February 9, 23; March 8; April 5, 19) 

• Class Location: 7 E. 12th Street, Room 127 

Course Description 

International development assistance has evolved considerably in the post WWII period.  

Although some of the early development agencies are still operating and remain influential, the 

way they function and the modalities they use has evolved, and important new players have 

entered the field.  This course provides an overview of contemporary debates in international 

development assistance with a selective review of the major actors—multilateral, bilateral, and 

nongovernmental development partners.  The course explores the political economy of donor-

client country relationships, the key accountability challenges that have emerged as development 

assistance has evolved, and the link between accountability and aid effectiveness.  Particular 

emphasis is given to recent development assistance approaches and mechanism that have 

attempted to bridge the accountability-effectiveness divide.  We also consider how major global 

crises, such as climate change and the COVID-19 pandemic, have affected demands on 

development assistance and how they operate. The course closes with a discussion of the 

possible future directions and approaches of development assistance.  

 

 

mailto:john.gershman@nyu.edu
mailto:paul.smoke@nyu.edu
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Course Objectives 
 

By the end of the course, participants will: 

 

1. Understand the goals and evolution of international development assistance. 

2. Be familiar with the main actors—both traditional and more recent--involved in 

providing development assistance. 

3. Have an awareness of the political economy dynamics surrounding development 

assistance, including donor-client and donor-donor relationships. 

4. Possess a working knowledge of key issues, debates and proposals related to improving 

aid accountability and effectiveness. 

5. Be able to think pragmatically and constructively about development assistance.  

 

Prerequisites   
  

There are no specific prerequisites, but it would be useful to have taken the core Wager 

economics and policy courses: Microeconomics (CORE-GP 1018); and Introduction to Public 

Policy (CORE-GP 1022) or History and Theory of Urban Planning (URPL-GP 2660). It would 

also be helpful to have taken Institutions, Governance, and International Development (PADM-

GP 2201) and a prior course in the politics, economics, or management of development.  

 

Format 
 

The class will meet six times on Friday mornings during the semester. The sessions are long, but 

there will be a break and a mixture of approaches. The format will blend lecture (with occasional 

guest speakers), discussion and in-class exercises. In the first class, we will cover two topics, and 

in the next four classes only a single topic.  Class participation is encouraged and expected.  The 

last session of the course will involve student presentations on a range of case studies of 

development assistance and a closing synthetic discussion. 

 

Readings 
 

There is one book we will use for the course (for Part V, class of April 5).   

 

Haley Swedlund. The Development Dance: How Donors and Recipients Negotiate the 

Delivery of Foreign Aid. (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2017). 

 

You can access the book at Bobst Library (electronic and hard copy versions) or purchase it 

online. The publisher sells the eBook version for $17.99 and the paperback version for $26.95. 

The paperback version (new) has been on sale at Amazon recently for as little as $10.25.  
 

In addition, there is a useful book we recommend if you do not have a development assistance 

background or want a refresher. We know of no other volume (it is the second edition of the 

2009 original) that systematically covers the history of a range of development agencies as well: 

 

Arjan de Haan. How the Aid Industry Works: The Politics and Practice of International 

Development. (Boulder, CO: Kumarian Press/Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2023). 

https://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/9781501712876/the-development-dance/#bookTabs=1
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The first two chapters are posted under the Syllabus tab in Brightspace. The full volume is 

available electronically at Bobst Library (you can download individual chapters), and you can 

order it online from the publisher for $28.50 (eBook or paperback).  At the moment only the 

2009 edition seems to be available on Amazon. 

 

Primary readings are posted on the Brightspace course site or can be downloaded from 

website links provided in the reading list. In some cases, the links are to blogposts, videos, or 

podcasts. The number of readings for some weeks may seem excessive, but please keep in 

mind a few things.  First in this intensive format, each class meeting is covering the equivalent 

of approximately two and a third weekly sessions of a normal Wagner course.  Second, some 

readings listed are long reports and you are only expected to read the executive summary or 

certain sections.  Third, not all of the readings need to be read with the same level of care—some 

only need to be skimmed to get a sense of the main messages--we will provide guidance on 

priority readings in advance of each class session. 

 

An extensive supplemental list of optional readings is provided in a separate file. It includes a 

mix of older and more recent materials (organized under headings) provided as a resource for 

those who wish to consult them. The supplementary readings are not posted on Brightspace.   

 

Course Requirements 
  

The course has three requirements: 

 

1) Class Attendance and Participation (20%) 

 

The success of the course depends on regular attendance and active participation by all class 

members. The participants are expected to do the readings in advance of each class. That 

means coming prepared to engage the class with questions and/or critiques and/or comments 

related to the readings.  

 

Please note that the attendance requirement is subject to NYU's Policy on Religious Holidays  

 

2) Midterm Exam (30%) 

 

The midterm exam (take-home) will assess basic knowledge and ability to think critically 

about the material covered through the third-class session (February 23rd). The exam will be 

distributed prior to the February 23rd class so that you can ask questions about it in class, and 

it will be due before spring break on March 15th.   

 

3) Case Study (50%: 20% presentation and 30% individual paper) 

 

The main assignment for this course requires students (working in small teams—usually two 

or three—or individually by permission) to prepare a class presentation (20 minutes) on a 

case study that analyzes the history, dynamics, and future possibilities of one of the 

following: 

 

https://www.rienner.com/title/How_the_Aid_Industry_Works_The_Politics_and_Practice_of_International_Development_2nd_edition
https://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-guidelines/university-calendar-policy-on-religious-holidays.html
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• The relationship between one development partner (multilateral, bilateral, NGO, etc.) 

and one recipient country: What is the nature of the relationship?  How did it evolve and 

why? What are its implications for aid effectiveness?  Where might it go in the future? 

• Development assistance for a particular area (public sector reform or an aspect thereof), 

a service sector (education, health, infrastructure, etc.), or some dimension of governance 

(justice, civil society, etc.): What is the nature of the assistance and how has it evolved?  

Which factors allowed change over time? How successful were the efforts and why? 

• Efforts to reform a particular development partner—or one of its specific departments or 

programs: Which actors animated the reform efforts (insiders, outsiders, recipients, a 

mix)? How successful have they been? How sustainable are they likely to be? What were 

the political, policy, and/or management dimensions of change?  

 

You are expected to prepare a one-page abstract of your topic by March 29th, and the topic must 

be discussed and finalized with the instructors by April 5th. The presentations will take place in 

the final class meeting on April 19th. 

   

In addition to the presentation, each team member will prepare an individual final paper of up 

to ten pages on an aspect of the team topic, or with permission of the instructors, another 

topic. An individual paper based on a presentation should go beyond/build on what is covered in 

the presentation.  The deadline for submission is May 10th. 

 

More details on each of the assignments will be provided in advance of when it is due. 

 

Assignment Format and Submission 

 

All assignments should be written on Times New Roman size 12, doubled-spaced lines (not 1.5), 

with one-inch margins all around. Please submit them as a Word document via the 

Assignments tab on Brightspace and use the following convention to name your submitted 

files:  DAAAE Surname Assignment.docx, e.g. DAAAE Surname Midterm Exam.docx 

 

Grading Policy 

  

The course follows the NYU Wagner policy guidelines on academic honesty, grading and 

incompletes. It is the responsibility of course participants to become familiar with these policies. 

All students are expected to pursue and meet the highest standards of academic excellence and 

integrity. Please see the NYU Wagner Student Portal for information on the academic code and 

grading policy, including incompletes (you need to be logged in to access these links). 

 

Academic Code: https://wagner.nyu.edu/portal/students/policies/code 

Grading: https://wagner.nyu.edu/portal/students/policies/grading 

Incompletes: https://wagner.nyu.edu/portal/students/policies/incompletes 

 

Late Policy 

 

Please note that extensions on assignment due dates will be granted only in an emergency or if 

requested in advance for well justified reasons. This policy is adopted out of respect to those 

who have abided by deadlines, despite having hectic and complex schedules. Assignments 

handed in late without approved extensions will be penalized one-third of a grade per day. 

https://wagner.nyu.edu/portal/students/policies/code
https://wagner.nyu.edu/portal/students/policies/grading
https://wagner.nyu.edu/portal/students/policies/incompletes
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Useful Websites   
 

Some of our readings are drawn from the large universe of development assistance related 

websites.  All of the main development assistance organizations—multilateral agencies (e.g., the 

United Nations, the World Bank, the European Commission, and the regional development 

banks); bilateral agencies (e.g. the US Agency for International Development and other 

individual country development agencies), and a range of major nongovernmental organizations 

and foundations—have good websites that provide useful data, commentary, blogs, and 

publications.  These are updated regularly.   

 

Other sites that may be of interest to some of you include the following: 

 

• Aid Data: http://www.aiddata.org 

• Bank Information Center: https://bankinformationcenter.org 

• Bretton Woods Project: http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/ 

• The Brookings Institution: https://www.brookings.edu/topic/global-development/ 

• Center for Global Development: http://www.cgdev.org/ 

• Devex: https://www.devex.com/en/ 

• European Development Cooperation to 2020: http://www.edc2020.eu/4.0.html 

• Focus 2030: https://focus2030.org/en 

• Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation: 

https://www.effectivecooperation.org/ 

• Government Accountability Project (International): http://whistleblower.org/international 

• International Aid Transparency Initiative: https://iatistandard.org/en/ 

• International Development Law Organization/Post-2015: http://www.idlo.int/what-we-

do/rule-law/post-2015 

• International Initiative for Impact Evaluation: http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 

• Modernizing Foreign Assistance Network: http://www.modernizeaid.net/ 

• OECD Development Cooperation Directorate: http://www.oecd.org/dac/ 

• ONE: https://www.one.org/international/ 

• Overseas Development Institute: http://www.odi.org/ 

• Publish What You Fund: http://www.publishwhatyoufund.org/ 

• The Reality of Aid: http://www.realityofaid.org/ 

• Thinking and Working Politically Community of Practice:  https://twpcommunity.org 

 

This glossary of aid effectiveness terms on the OECD Development Assistance Committee 

website may also be useful: 

 

http://www.oecd.org/dac/effectiveness/aideffectivenessglossary.htm 

 

Additional links to specific development agencies and other development assistance actors are 

provided in various readings in the syllabus and the supplemental reading list, both of which are 

posted on the Brightspace course site. 

 

  

http://www.aiddata.org/
https://bankinformationcenter.org/
http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/
https://www.brookings.edu/topic/global-development/
http://www.cgdev.org/
https://www.devex.com/en/
http://www.edc2020.eu/4.0.html
https://focus2030.org/en
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/
http://whistleblower.org/international
https://iatistandard.org/en/
http://www.idlo.int/what-we-do/rule-law/post-2015
http://www.idlo.int/what-we-do/rule-law/post-2015
http://www.3ieimpact.org/
http://www.modernizeaid.net/
http://www.oecd.org/dac/
https://www.one.org/international/
http://www.odi.org/
http://www.publishwhatyoufund.org/
http://www.realityofaid.org/
https://twpcommunity.org/
http://www.oecd.org/dac/effectiveness/aideffectivenessglossary.htm


 6 

PADM-GP 2204: Development Assistance, Accountability and 

Aid Effectiveness 

 

Course Schedule Spring 2024 
 

PART I (January 26) 

 

• The Evolution of Development Assistance Frameworks, Priorities and Approaches 

 
◦ A. Overview of Development Assistance Trends, Mainstream Actors, and Key 

Modalities 

 

◦ B. The Political Economy of Development Assistance: Opportunities and 

Challenges 

 

PART II (February 9)  

 

• The Changing Landscape of Development Assistance: New Actors and Frameworks  

 
PART III (February 23)  

 

• Responses to the New Landscape: The Paris, Busan, Addis, and 2030 Agendas and 

Beyond 

 

Midterm Exam: Distributed February 23rd and Due March 15th   

 

PART IV (March 8) 

 

• A Closer Look at the Aid Effectiveness Agenda: Evaluations, Results, and 

Performance 

 

PART V: (April 5) 

 

• Country Experiences in Context: Unpacking the Donor-Recipient Relationship 

 
PART VI (April 19) 

 
• Development Assistance Reform Options and Possibilities  

 

◦ A. Participant Presentations 

 

◦ B. Synthesis and Looking Forward 

 

 

Final Papers due May 10th 
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New York University 

Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service 
 

PADM-GP 2204: Development Assistance, Accountability and Aid Effectiveness 
 

PADM-GP 2204             John Gershman & 

Spring 2024         Paul Smoke 

Reading List 

 
I: The Evolution of Development Assistance Frameworks, Priorities and Approaches 

(January 26) 

 

A. Overview of Development Assistance Trends, Mainstream Actors, and Key Modalities 

 

*OECD Development Assistance Committee. The Architecture of Development Assistance. 

(Paris: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, 2012), pp. 15-21.   

 

**OECD Development Assistance Committee. Development Cooperation Report 2023. (Paris: 

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, 2023). (Skim this latest report).  

 

**United Nations. The Sustainable Development Goals. (Browse the site as desired or watch 

the short video--we will talk more about the SDGs later in the course). New York: UN website. 

 

*World Bank, A Changing Landscape: Trends in Official Financial Flows and the Aid 

Architecture. Washington, DC: The World Bank, 2021. (Read the Executive Summary and 

skim as desired). 

 

*Nancy Birdsall, “Seven Deadly Sins: Reflections on Donor Failings,” in William Easterly, ed., 

Reinventing Foreign Aid (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2008), pp. 515-552. 

 

*Liya Palagashvili and Claudia Williamson, “Grading Foreign Aid Agencies: Best Practices 

across Traditional and Emerging Donors.” Review of Development Economics, Vol. 25 (2021): 

654-676.  (Skim for main points). 

 

 **Center for Global Development. Commitment to Development Index (CDI).  (Washington, 

DC: Center for Global Development, 2023). (Skim material as desired). 

 

**Homi Kharas. Global Development Cooperation in a COVID-19 World. Blog post with link to 

the full report for those who are interested.  Washington, DC: The Brookings Institution, 2021. 

 

*Focus 2030. Reform of the Global Financial Architecture: Where Do We Stand?  Paris, 

November 2023. (Read the brief introduction and skim as desired). 

 

**Raj Kumar. “A Global Development Wake-Up Call in 2024.” Inside Development/Devex 

(January 2024).  

 
 Readings marked with an “*” are posted on Brightspace, and “**” if they must be downloaded or accessed using 

the embedded link (to papers, blogs, podcasts, or videos). In some cases, the materials are available in both formats. 

https://www.oecd.org/dac/development-co-operation-report-20747721.htm
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/commitment-development-index-2023
https://www.brookings.edu/research/global-development-cooperation-in-a-covid-19-world/
https://www.devex.com/news/a-global-development-wake-up-call-in-2024-106886
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B. The Political Economy of Development Assistance: Opportunities and Challenges 

 

*Owen Barder, Beyond Planning: Markets and Networks for Better Aid. (Washington, DC: 

Center for Global Development, 2009). 

 

*Lindsay Whitfield and Alastair Fraser, “Negotiating Aid: The Structural Conditions 

Shaping the Negotiating Strategies of African Governments,” International Negotiation, Vol. 15 

(2010), pp. 341–366. 

 

*Rosalind Eyben, "Hiding Relations: The Irony of ‘Effective Aid’" European Journal of 

Development Research, Vol. 22 (July 2010), pp. 382-397. 

 

** Duncan Green, "Fit for the Future? Development Trends and the Role of International 

NGOs." Oxford: Oxfam UK, 2015.  
 

**“States Markets and Foreign Aid -Simone Dietrich” on the In Pursuit of Development podcast 

(November 17, 2021). You can consult her book or her article *“Donor Political Economies and 

the Pursuit of Aid Effectiveness,” International Organization Volume 70 (2016), pp. 65 – 102. 

 

**A History of USAID: John Norris and Wade Warren on the CGD Podcast2021 

https://www.cgdev.org/blog/history-usaid-john-norris-and-wade-warren-cgd-podcast 

 

**Sarah Rose, Optimism and Advice for Advancing USAID’s Vision for Locally-led 

Development: A Conversation with Randy Tift, Washington, DC: Center for Global Development 

November 2021 

 

II: The Changing Landscape of Development Assistance: New Actors and Frameworks 

(February 9) 

 

*Homi Kharas, Andrew Rogerson, and Beata Chicoka. Horizon 2025—End of the Beginning: 

Development Cooperation in the Pandemic Age. CGD Policy Paper 193. Washington DC: Center 

for Global Development, 2020). (Focus on chapters 1-3 and then chapters 5-6.) 

 

*Peace Direct. Time to Decolonize Aid. London and Washington DC, 2020) (Read Executive 

Summary and in order of priority Chapters 3, 5, 6, and 7 and full report if desired) 

 

*Christopher A. McHugh, “Mobilizing Private Funding of Development Finance” The Journal 

of Development Studies, Vol. 57 (2021), pp. 1979-2001. 

 

*Charlene Watson and Liane Schalatek, The Global Climate Finance Architecture. Washington, 

DC: Heinrich Boll Stiftung, 2021. 

 

**Center for Global Development, Development Futures: Reforming the Multilateral 

Development Banks, October 23, 2023 

 

** Overseas Development Institute, Trends and Disruptors in Multilateral Finance: Looking 

Ahead with the AIIB. London: ODI, November 4, 2022 

https://policy-practice.oxfam.org/resources/fit-for-the-future-development-trends-and-the-role-of-international-ngos-556585/
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org/resources/fit-for-the-future-development-trends-and-the-role-of-international-ngos-556585/
https://in-pursuit-of-development.simplecast.com/episodes/simone-dietrich
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/history-usaid-john-norris-and-wade-warren-cgd-podcast
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/optimism-and-advice-advancing-usaids-vision-locally-led-development-conversation-randy-tift
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/optimism-and-advice-advancing-usaids-vision-locally-led-development-conversation-randy-tift
https://mdbreformaccelerator.cgdev.org/development-futures-reforming-the-multilateral-development-banks
https://mdbreformaccelerator.cgdev.org/development-futures-reforming-the-multilateral-development-banks
https://odi.org/en/events/trends-and-disruptors-in-multilateral-finance-looking-ahead-with-the-asian-infrastructure-investment-bank/
https://odi.org/en/events/trends-and-disruptors-in-multilateral-finance-looking-ahead-with-the-asian-infrastructure-investment-bank/
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**Rethinking Humanitarianism Podcast, Solange Baptiste and Jonathan Glennie, “Can Global 

Public Investment Replace Aid Financing as We Know It?” November 2, 2022; For more details 

read Expert Working Group on Public Investment, Building a Better System: Making Global 

Public Investment a Reality (July 2022). 

 

*Samantha Custer et al. Corridors of Power: How Beijing Uses Economic, Social, and Network 

Ties to Exert Influence along the Silk Road. Williamsburg, VA: AidData, December 2021. 

(Focus on chapters 1-2, 5, and 6). 

 

*Bradley C. Parks, et al. Belt and Road Reboot: Beijing's Bid to De-Risk Its Global 

Infrastructure Initiative.  Williamsburg, VA: AidData, November 2023. (Read Executive 

Summary, pp. 1-5 and explore remainder of report as desired). 

 

**Lihuan Zou and Ziyi Ma, After a Decade of Fossil Fuel Investing, Can China Fulfill Its 
Promise of a "Green" Belt and Road Initiative? Washington, DC: World Resources Institute, 
October 2023. 
 

III: Responses to the New Landscape: Paris, Busan, Addis, Post-2015 Agendas and Beyond 

(February 23) 

 

*Jonathan Glennie and Andy Sumner “The History of Aid Effectiveness" in Aid, Development 

and Poverty.  (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016), pp. 9-29. 

 

**OECD DAC. The High-Level Fora on Aid Effectiveness: A History. )Briefly skim Rome, 

Paris, Accra, and Busan declarations to get a sense of their content and linkages). 

 

**United Nations. Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

(New York: United Nations, 2015).  (Skim the policy paper and 2023 SDG report as desired).  

 

*Erik Lundsgaarde. Has the Paris Declaration Disappeared? DIIS Policy Brief. Copenhagen: 

Danish Institute for Development Studies, 2019.  

 

*Laurence Chandy and Homi Kharas, “Why Can’t We All Just Get Along? The Practical Limits 

to International Development Cooperation.” Journal of International Development, Vol. 23 

(2011), pp. 739–751.  

 

*Niels Keijzer and David Black. “Ownership in a Post-Aid Effectiveness Era: Comparative 

Perspectives.” Development Policy Review. Vol. 38 (2020), pp. 1-12. 

 

*Stephen Brown, “The Rise and Fall of the Aid Effectiveness Norm.” European Journal of 

Development Research. Vol. 32 (2020), pp. 1230-1248. 

 

*Takaaki Masaki, Bradley C. Parks, Jörg Faust, Stefan Leiderer, and Matthew D. DiLorenzo. 

“Aid Management, Trust, and Development Policy Influence: New Evidence from a Survey of 

Public Sector Officials in Low-Income and Middle-Income Countries.” Studies in Comparative 

International Development. Vol. 56 (2021), pp. 364-383. (Skim and review conclusions) 

 

https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/podcast/2022/11/02/Global-Public-Investment-finance
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/podcast/2022/11/02/Global-Public-Investment-finance
https://globalpublicinvestment.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Building-a-better-system-Making-GPI-a-reality.pdf
https://globalpublicinvestment.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Building-a-better-system-Making-GPI-a-reality.pdf
https://www.wri.org/insights/greening-chinas-belt-and-road-initiative
https://www.wri.org/insights/greening-chinas-belt-and-road-initiative
http://www.oecd.org/dac/aideffectiveness/thehighlevelforaonaideffectivenessahistory.htm
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/publications/21252030%20Agenda%20for%20Sustainable%20Development%20web.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/
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*Peter Taylor, Keir MacDonald, Sam Huckstep and Yu Sen. “Shifting Norms, Multiplying 

Actors, Turbulent times: An Emerging Landscape of International Development Co-operation.” 

Development Policy Review. Vol. 41 (2023).   

 

*Alan Whaites, Laure-Hélène Piron, Alina Rocha Menocal, and Graham Teskey. Understanding 

Political Economy Analysis and Thinking and Working Politically. London: UK Foreign, 

Commonwealth and Development Office, 2023. (Skim to get a sense of the approaches)> 
 

*Dan Honig and Nilima Gulrajani. “Making Good on Donors’ Desire to Do Development 

Differently. Third World Quarterly. Vol. 39 (2018), No. 1, pp. 68-84. 

 

IV: A Closer Look at the Aid Effectiveness Agenda: Evaluations, Results, and Performance 

(March 8) 

 

**OECD. Evaluation Systems in Development Co-operation.  (Paris: OECD, 2016). (Read 

Chapter 2 and skim as desired.)  

 

*Owen Barder, "Is Aid a Waste of Money," Significance (Royal Statistical Society) Vol. 11, 

(2014), No. 1, pp. 31-32. 

 

*Dan Honig, Actually Navigating by Judgment: Towards a New Paradigm of Donor 

Accountability Where the Current System Doesn’t Work. Washington, DC: Center for Global 

Development, 2020. 

 

*Christina Kükenshöner and Sarah Thomas, “Results-based Financing Peer Analysis,” Bonn: 

KfW Development Bank, 2023. (Read Executive Summary and Chapters 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6 in 

that order of priority).   

 

**IDInsights, Evaluations with Impact: Decision-focused Impact Evaluation as a Practical 

Policymaking Tool.  See also *Lant Pritchett, “Using ‘Random’ Right: New Insights from 

IDinsights Team,” Center for Global Development Blog (December 10, 2015)  

 

**Ian Mitchell, et. al., The Quality of Official Development Assistance, (Washington, DC: Center 

for Global Development, 2021. Full interactive QuODA results are at QuODA.CGDev.org. 

 

*Samantha Custer et. al. Listening to Leaders 2021: A Report Card for Development Partners 

in an Era of Contested Cooperation. Williamsburg, VA: AidData, June 2021.  (Read Executive 

Summary. Full report is also posted on Brightspace for those interested). 

 

**Dirk Jan-Koch, Foreign Aid and Its Unintended Consequences London: London School of 

Economics. (Watch first 43 minutes, and discussion and Q&A if you so desire). 

 

V: Country Experiences in Context: Unpacking the Donor-Recipient Relationship (April 5) 

 

Haley Swedlund. The Development Dance: How Donors and Recipients Negotiate the Delivery 

of Foreign Aid. (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2017). (Focus on Chapters 1 and 7). 

 

http://www.oecd.org/dac/evaluation-systems-in-development-co-operation-9789264262065-en.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpfBgzAHdmU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpfBgzAHdmU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/quality-official-development-assistance
http://quoda.cgdev.org/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/internationaldevelopment/2023/10/04/cutting-edge-issues-in-development-with-dirk-jan-koch-foreign-aid-and-its-unintended-consequences/
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*Clark Gibson, "Sorting Out the Tangle: Incentives Across Action Situations in Development 

Aid," In Clark Gibson, Krister Andersson, Elinor Ostrom, and Sujai Sivakumar, eds., The 

Samaritan's Dilemma: Political Economy of Development Aid. (Oxford University Press, 2005). 

 

*Pablo Yanguas and David Hulme, “Barriers to Political Analysis in Aid Bureaucracies: From 

Principle to Practice in DFID and World Bank.” World Development, Vol. 74 (2015): 209-219.   

(Skim for main messages). 

 

*Anuradha Joshi. “What Makes ‘Difficult’ Settings Difficult?  Contextual Challenges for 

Accountability.” Development Policy Review. Vol. 41 (2023). (Skim for main messages). 

 

*Development Partners Working Group on Decentralization and Local Governance, Busan and 

Beyond: Localizing Paris Principles for More Effective Support to Decentralization and Local 

Governance Reforms (Bonn: GIZ, 2011). (Skim for main messages). 

 

*Tyler Dickovich. "Foreign Aid and Decentralization: Limitations on Impact in Autonomy and 

Responsiveness," Public Administration and Development, Vol. 34 (2014), pp. 193-205. 

 

*Paul Smoke “Recentralization in Developing Countries: Forms, Motivations and 

Consequences.” In Joakim Öjendal and Anki Dellnäs, eds. The Imperative of Good Local 

Governance: Challenges for the Next Decade of Decentralization. (Tokyo: United Nations 

University Press, 2013). 

 

*Paul Smoke and Jocelyn Kevine Uwayo.  The Landscape of Development Partner Support for 

Municipal Finance.  Brighton (UK): Institute for Development Studies and Bern (CH): Swiss 

Agency for Development Cooperation, 2022. (Read pp. 5-10 and skim as desired). 
 

*Paul Smoke and Gundula Loeffler. An Intergovernmental Perspective on Managing Public 

Finances for Service Delivery. (NYU Wagner PFM Initiative and Overseas Development 

Institute London, 2021).  (Review short overview document/skim full report as desired). 

 

*Global Task Force of Local and Regional Governments. Towards the Localization of the SDGs. 

(Barcelona: United Cities and Local Governments, 2021). (Read pp. 8-17 and skim as desired). 

 

Background on Selected Cases (Information on any focal readings will be provided in 

advance if we use these cases in class, which will depend on potential visiting speakers) 

 

*Jin Sato, Hiroaki Shiga and Takaaki Kobayashi. "Emerging Donors from a Recipient 

Perspective: An Institutional Analysis of Foreign Aid in Cambodia." World Development, Vol. 

39 (2011), No. 12, pp. 2091-2104. 

 

*Paul Smoke and Joanne Morrison. “Decentralization in Cambodia: Consolidating Central 

Power or Building Accountability from Below?” In J. Martinez-Vazquez and F. Vaillancourt, 

eds., Decentralization in Developing Countries: Global Perspectives on the Obstacles to Fiscal 

Devolution (Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, 2011, pp. 313-342). 

 

*Netra Eng. “Decentralization in Cambodia: New Wine in Old Bottles.” Public Administration 

and Development.  Vol. 26 (2016), pp. 250-262. 
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*Jepri Edi and Ayu Setianingtias, “Donor Proliferation and Donor Coordination in Indonesia: 

The Case of Governance Reform.” Center for the Future State Paper. (Brighton, UK: University 

of Sussex, Institute of Development Studies, 2007). 

 

*Matthew Winters, "Obstacles to Foreign Aid Harmonization: Lessons from Decentralization 

Support in Indonesia," Studies in Comparative International Development, Vol. 47 (2012), pp. 

316-341.  

 

*USAID. Sustainability of Donor Projects on Decentralization and Governance Reform in 

Indonesia. Washington, DC: US Agency for International Development, 2018. 

 

*Paul Smoke, William Muhumuza and Emmanuel Ssewankambo “Decentralization in Uganda: 

Reforms, Reversals, and an Uncertain Future,” In Tyler Dickovick and James Wunsch, eds., 

Decentralization in Africa: A Comparative Perspective. (Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 2014). 

 

VI: Synthesis and Looking Forward: Development Assistance Reform Options and 

Possibilities (April 19) 

 

A. Participant Presentations 

 

Materials on student presentations will be posted on Brightspace prior to the class meeting. 

 

B. The Future of Development Assistance 

 

The following readings are not required, but most of them (except books) are posted on 

Brightspace and you may wish to browse some of them prior to the final class meeting or at 

another time. 

 

Phyllis Pomerantz. Foreign Aid: Policy and Practice. (New York and London: Routledge, 2024) 

 

Daniel Honig. Navigation by Judgment: Why and When Top-Down Management of Foreign Aid 

Doesn't Work. (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2018). 

 

Victor Jakupek and Max Kelly.  Foreign Aid in the Age of Populism (Rethinking Development). 

(London: Routledge, 2019). 

 

Pablo Yanguas. Why We Lie About Aid: Development and the Messy Politics of Change. 

(London: Zed Books, 2018). 

 

*Jonathan Glennie, Global Public Investment: Five Paradigm Shifts for a New Era of Aid. 

(Amsterdam: Joep Lange Institute, 2019). 

 

*Dora Benedek et. al.  A Post-Pandemic Assessment of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

(Washington, DC: International Monetary Fund, 2021). 

 

*Liam Carson, et. al. Prospects for Aid in Times of Crisis. (London. Overseas Development 

Institute, 2021). 
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*Homi Kharas. Global Development Cooperation in a COVID-19 World. (Washington, DC: The 

Brookings Institution, 2021). 

 

Eduardo Missoni and Daniel Alesani. Management of International Institutions and NGOs: 

Frameworks, Practices and Challenges. (London and New York: Routledge, 2014). 

 

*Elinor Ostrom. Overcoming the Samaritan's Dilemma in Development Aid." In Claudia 

Sepulveda, Anne Harrison and Justin Lin, eds. Development Challenges in a Post-Crisis World. 

(Washington, DC: World Bank, 2011), pp. 25-35. 

 

*Andrew Rogerson. What if Development Aid were Truly Catalytic? (London: Overseas 

Development Institute, 2011). 

 

*Heiner Janus, Stephan Klingebiel, and Sebastian Paulo. "Beyond Aid" and Future Development 

Cooperation. (Bonn: German Development Institute, 2014). 

 

*Ben Ramalingan, Miguel Laric and John Primrose. From Best Fit to Best Practice: 

Understanding and Navigating Wicked Problems in International Development. (London: 

Overseas Development Institute, 2014). 

 

*Homi Kharas, Analisa Prizzon and Andrew Rogerson. Financing the Post-2015 Sustainable 

Development Goals: A Rough Roadmap. (London: Overseas Development Institute, 2014). 

 

*David Booth and Sue Unsworth, Politically Smart, Locally Led Development (London: 

Overseas Development Institute, 2014). 

 

*George Ingram, Adjusting Assistance to the 21st Century, Global Economy & Development 

Working Paper 75 (Washington DC: Brookings Institution, 2014). 

 

*David Hulme, Antonio Savoia and Kunal Sen.  "Governance as a Global Development Goal: 

Setting, Measuring and Monitoring the Post-2015 Development Agenda." Global Policy. Vol. 6 

(2015), pp. 85-96. 

 

*Ruth Levine and William Savedoff, The Future of Aid: Building Knowledge Collectively, 

Policy Paper 050, (Washington, DC: Center for Global Development, 2015). 

 

**Owen Barder and Theodore Talbot.  AidChoice: Give People Who Pay for Aid Voice in 

Spending It.  (Washington DC: Center for Global Development, 2016).   

 

*Nilima Gulrajani. “Organizing for Donor Effectiveness: An Analytical Framework for 

Improving Aid Effectiveness.” Development Policy Review, Vol. 32 (2014), pp. 89-112. 

 

*James Copestake and Richard Williams. “Political Economy Analysis, Aid Effectiveness and 

the Art of Development Management.” Development Policy Review, Vol. 32 (2014), pp. 133-

154. 

 

*Robin Davies and Jonathan Pickering. “How Should Development Cooperation Evolve? Views 

from Developing Countries.”  Development Policy Review, Vol. 35 (2017). 

http://www.cgdev.org/publication/aidchoice-give-people-who-pay-aid-voice-spending-it
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/aidchoice-give-people-who-pay-aid-voice-spending-it
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