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PHD-GP 5910
Doctoral Research Colloquium
Spring 2024
Instructor Information:
Brian Elbel
Wagner Office: Puck Building – Room 3039
Medical School Office: 180 Madison Ave, 3rd Floor 212-263-4283 
brian.elbel@nyu.edu 
Office Hours: By Appointment 
Administrative Contact: Ava.Williams@nyulangone.org 
Seminar Contact:
christopher.harris@nyu.edu
Course Schedule: 
The seminar schedule is appended to this syllabus, and any updates will be communicated via email. You must attend and participate in these discussions. Further, students are expected to meet with speakers from outside of the Wagner community immediately around their talks.
Note on the meetings with the speakers: 
Please note that the chance to meet with, engage with and, even in some ways, interview the speakers is not to be taken lightly. Speakers are often world class scholars and will often remember these interactions. You can learn a lot from them and I urge you to take these meetings seriously. Please remember that you are representing not only yourself but NYU/Wagner, and being unprepared or otherwise unengaged will be a real problem. 
Assignments: 
First, I expect your active participation in the colloquium. This does not mean you will be expected to ask questions in every seminar, and we’ll discuss more in our session what this entails. Second, before each formal presentation, students are required to read the paper that will be presented (when available; they generally will be available but not always) and submit to me two questions about the work. These could be questions that probe methods, consider next steps and/or otherwise get at what you think are the most critical (in a positive or negative sense) aspects of the paper. The questions do not at all have to be long but do need to be thoughtful. You should submit these to me by 5pm Wednesday the day before the Thursday seminar, uploaded via Brightspace. Third, students are required to submit a critique of two of the papers presented during the semester. The critiques are due one week after the seminar in which the paper is discussed. You can pick any of the papers you want. 
The critique should be 2-4 pages. You can assume that I’m familiar with the paper and do not need to summarize the contents. Instead, I want you to get at what you think are the most important and/or critical aspects of the paper. These could run the gamut from: I think there was a critical error in the model; they did not frame the premise in the right way; they ignored this aspect of the literature; the implications are wrong/important/unclear and here is why; this is a huge contribution to this literature. I’m really interested not in the small minutia of the operationalization of a single variable (unless you think that this IS one of the most important aspects) but more what you think the big takeaways or important points from the paper include, in the positive or negative direction. Give your reasoning. 
Course Grading: 
Class Participation and questions submitted: 40% 
Written Critiques 60% 

Henry and Lucy Moses Center for Students with Disabilities at NYU
Academic accommodations are available for students with disabilities.  Please visit the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities (CSD) website and click on the Reasonable Accommodations and How to Register tab or call or email CSD at (212-998-4980 or mosescsd@nyu.edu) for information. Students who are requesting academic accommodations are strongly advised to reach out to the Moses Center as early as possible in the semester for assistance.
NYU’s Calendar Policy on Religious Holidays
NYU’s Calendar Policy on Religious Holidays states that members of any religious group may, without penalty, absent themselves from classes when required in compliance with their religious obligations. Please notify me in advance of religious holidays that might coincide with exams to schedule mutually acceptable alternatives.






Spring 2024 Wagner Research Seminar Series
Faculty Organizer: Brian Elbel, PhD
Thursdays, 12:30 – 2pm (unless otherwise noted) in the Rudin Conference Room (except as noted) and via Webinar
Webinar Link: https://nyu.zoom.us/j/98527449630


Thursday, February 8, 2024
Elaine Yi Lu
Full Professor and Director of Public Policy and Administration
John Jay College of Criminal Justice
Website: https://www.jjay.cuny.edu/faculty/elaine-yi-lu

Thursday, February 15, 2024
Daniel Chen
**NOTE: Will be held in the Mulberry Conference Room, 3rd floor**
Institute for Advanced Study
Toulouse School of Economics
Website: https://users.nber.org/~dlchen/

Thursday, February 29, 2024
Barbara Kiviat
Assistant Professor
Department of Sociology, Stanford University
Website: https://sociology.stanford.edu/people/barbara-kiviat

Thursday, March 7, 2024
Ezra Golberstein
Associate Professor
Division of Health Policy & Management, University of Minnesota
Website: https://directory.sph.umn.edu/bio/sph-a-z/ezra-golberstein

Thursday, March 14, 2024
Frauke Kreuter
Associate Professor
Professor, Joint Program in Survey Methodology, University of Maryland
Professor of Statistics and Data Science at the Ludwig-Maximilians-University of Munich
Website: https://www.popcenter.umd.edu/mprc-associates/fkreuter

Thursday, April 4, 2024
Jonathan Morduch
Professor of Public Policy and Economics
Executive Director of the Financial Access Initiative
Website: https://wagner.nyu.edu/community/faculty/jonathan-j-morduch

Thursday, April 11, 2024
Corrina Moucheraud
Associate Professor of Public Health Policy and Management
Co-Director, Global Center for Implementation Science
NYU School of Global Health
Website: https://publichealth.nyu.edu/faculty/corrina-moucheraud

Thursday, April 25, 2024
Doctoral Student Presentations
Shashank Sreedharan
Jo Alkhafaji-King

Thursday, May 2nd
Cullen Merrit
Associate Professor of Public Management
Research Director, Institute for Public Leadership
School of Public Policy, University of Maryland
Website: https://www.cullenmerritt.com/
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